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Foreword

The attempt to put into writing the history of a city now over 300 years old was
undertaken with high ideals and a desire to detail much of the story of this area so rich in
Revolutionary War history.

An area close to New York, the port of entry for people from all over the globe, seeking a
better life, has thousands of interesting personal histories which could never be compressed into
a small volume.

Instead, an attempt has been made to describe how each ethnic group came to be a part of
the Hackensack Story. For whatever is not covered to the satisfaction of any person, or any
group, we must apologize.

We anticipated in the short, volunteer life of your Bicentennial Committee that we could
create what would be a small miracle. Larger ones take longer.

Why publish then? If we can look forward to encouraging others to become involved,
digging into microfilmed newspapers in our library, finding old letters in their attics, delving into
the "whys" of life in Hackensack as an immigrant, etc., then this small start may be a seed from
which to grow. We want to know one another better. This was Hackensack.

We are Hackensack. Where will we lead it?

The Hackensack Bicentennial Committee
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Chapter 1
In the beginning...

History tells us that the first known European exploration of what is now New Jersey began with
Henry Hudson's arrival in Delaware Bay in August, 1609. Three hundred sixty-seven years seem
like a long time ago since the visit of the Half Moon until one considers that the area had been
occupied by animals - and humans - for a long time.

"An event which took place at Polifly Road in January, 1962, indicates that what is now
Hackensack has been a place for life for countless centuries. In what proved to be the beginning
of a strange adventure, two Hackensack boys, John Versace and Jimmy DiFranco made a strange
discovery. While looking for ice safe for skating, they examined some new ditches near their
homes. They found a tooth - and quite a tooth it was - half as long as a football! Then they came
upon- two similar teeth nearby. Fortunately, they had recently learned in their Junior High
School science class what should be done if they found anything scientifically interesting.

The next day they took their discovery to Richard Straubel, their science teacher, who recognized
the uniqueness of the teeth. He immediately telephoned the American Museum of Natural
History in New York City. The next day the three took their find to Dr. Edwin H. Colbert,
Chairman of the Museum's Department of Vertebrate Paleontology, which studies fossil remains
of extinct, back-boned animals.

The youths described the ditches, created by construction crews building the Interstate Route 80,
where the teeth were found.

Dr. Colbert ordered that the teeth be immediately treated with preservatives to prevent
deterioration resulting from exposure to the air. He then took John Versace, Jimmy DiFranco and
Mr. Straubel to a mural in the Museum showing American mastodons in a habitat very similar

to the ancient "Lake Hackensack™ site. The elephantine creatures, source of these teeth, had lived
there ten to twelve thousand years ago during the ice age.

The last known glacier retreated from this area 17,000 years ago, its melting ice created Lake
Hackensack. This lake reached from what is now Perth Amboy, N.J., to the present vicinity of
Haverstraw, N.Y. Lake Hackensack may have been there for 4,000 years before eventually
draining into the Atlantic Ocean, leaving the Hackensack River. The Hackensack River, which
meets the ocean tides at the .meadowlands near Newark Bay, can therefore be attributed to the
glacial age.

The boys' experience paralleled those of earlier times. In 1712, the Minister of Boston's Second
Church, Cotton Mather, had written a letter about a four-pound tooth, believed to have belonged
to a prehistoric giant, found in Albany, New York.

Ben Franklin, upon examining a mastodon tooth, correctly determined that the shape of the tooth
indicated that it came from an animal which did not eat meat, rather than from a human. Science
proved that mastodons were vegetarians.


http://www.earth2class.org/virtualtour/hackensack/hackensack.php

The Polifly Road explorations continued for a period of years. The discovery involved more than
the fascinating 'digs’ for the mastodon, for bones of smaller animals also were found. It produced
more scientific knowledge of the ice age Lake Hackensack. In time the boys became friendly
with George Whitaker in charge of the dig for the Museum of Natural History. They learned to
appreciate the great patience necessary for an archaeologist as more scientific knowledge of the
ice age Lake Hackensack was acquired. The searcher found evidence of human beings, while the
condition of the skulls and bones indicated that the bones had been broken by other humans, who
were warlike. It was estimated the skulls dated from about 1740 B.C. To learn other interesting
details of the discovery, read Georgianna Ensign's "The Hunt for the Mastodon". The remains of
the Hackensack mastodon are on display in the Bergen Community Museum. Were the persons
whose skulls were found ancestors of Hackensack's own Indian Chief, Oratam? To answer this
guestion, we need to know more about his tribe.

Hackensack Mastodon
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Chapter 11

About the Indians...

The Indians referred to as the Delawares by the English settlers called themselves Lenni
Lenapes, meaning the original people, men among men, or men of a kind.

Over the centuries the Hackensack Indians, part of the Lenni Lenape tribe, migrated from
northwestern Asia by pushing eastward across the Bering Strait, climbing over the Rocky
Mountains and on toward the Great Water (Lake Superior). After crossing over the Mississippi
River, they journeyed on until they reached their home in the Atlantic Coastal Region.

The Lenni Lenape Indians were divided into four groups, the Raritans, Ackensacks, Pomptons
and Tappeans; all were roving tribes with no boundary lines. Settling in our area were the
Achkinheshcky Indians -- (simplified - as Hackensack). They were primarily peaceful, quiet and
industrious. North of the present day Fort Lee Road, along the bank of the Overpeck Creek,they
built their major settlement. They also established a large settlement at Communipaw, now
known as Jersey City, a convenient location for trading with the Dutch or making war on
Manhattan, depending upon relations with the Dutch at a given time. These areas also were close
enough to afford vacations on the shore of Staten Island, where the Indians swam, dug clams and
collected shells for wampum.

According to early settlers, "The Delawares had no writing system and employed only the most
primitive methods of recording special events by the use of wampum and bark markings. They
preserved their history by depending on the trained memories of their chiefs.” New Jersey's
climate is not suitable for preservation of organic material, for the earth is too acidic to permit the
survival of anything but stone, pottery or bone artifacts. This is why much of what is known of
the Lenni Lenape comes from the writings of missionaries who lived with them in the 1700s. We
learn that the Indians often settled along fresh water streams away from the mighty Delaware
River, as turbulent winds along its banks made living conditions unpleasant. These more
sheltered areas also provided better hunting and fishing. Many fish, such as shad or herring, were
easily netted when they entered the tributary streams to spawn, while the fertile upstream lands
were also conducive to agriculture.

Each village was a government unto itself, having a Chief with counselors who contributed to
decision making. However, the woman of the Delawares was the authority in her own home and
had some say in village affairs as well. Within a village most families were related to one another
and spoke a language understood by other Delaware groups

Their homes varied from one-room bark huts, used primarily for sleeping, to huts or wigwams in
a round shape with a dome-shaped roof. Others were oblong with a ridge pole and a sloped roof.
All had a hole in the roof as a chimney for the fire constantly smoldering on the earthen floor.
There were no windows and the single opening was a doorway covered with a flap of animal
skins. Furniture was fashioned from tree limbs covered with animal skins, with steps along the
walls used as seats and beds.

The Indians never considered themselves to be the owners of the land they lived on. They simply
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"borrowed" land for the time they needed it, because they had too great a respect of nature to
regard water and soil as personal possessions.

When weather permitted, the Lenni Lenapes gathered at an outdoor fire in front of their hut.
There they made their simple utensils using clay for pots, wood for bowls, stones for knives and
clam shells for spoons. Usually a family ate out of one pot, extracting food with their fingers.
Some meat and vegetables were skewered on sticks and roasted over the hot embers.

To preserve food for winter, they dug pits, lined them with straw then arranged corn, beans, nuts
and other perishables in them. The pit was then covered with bark. They also dried corn on the
cob and hung the ears by their husks across the ceiling pole, along with other vegetables, roots,
and herbs used for medicine. Their clothing was simple, consisting of animal skins, feathers and
plant fibers sewn together with tough grass, using sharp bones to make holes in the hides and
stone knives to cut and shape the skins. The tribes suffered from the same viruses, colds, aches
and pains that we do today and they did some interesting doctoring to cure them. Indians
believed that all ills came from evil demons which entered their bodies. When they were sick
they asked the medicine man to frighten those demons away. The medicine man would arrive
dressed in a grotesque costume and wearing a hideous mask to terrorize the demons. First he
would engage in wild and unusual dance movements to drive out the bad spirits and then he
would prescribe medicine made from herbs, roots and barks, in accordance with old tribal
recipes. If this did not work he would resort to the ultimate treatment, the sweat lodge. William
Penn in the 17th Century described this rugged treatment undertaken in mid-winter, by his Indian
friend Tenoughan, who was suffering from fever and aches:

“While he was stripped to his breech-cloth his squaw prepared a sweat-bath, made by setting
several hot stones inside a small hut, (the sweat lodge) built like an oven. Tenoughan crept
inside, where he perspired freely for half an hour, singing all the while at the top of his lungs,
while his wife was busy chopping a hole in the ice in the nearby river ...Then out of the hut he
crawled, dripping with sweat to the river and dunked himself two or three times in the icy water.
He returned to the wigwam and lay down beside the fire. When he was dry he went about his
duties, evidently entirely recovered.”

Religion was a major factor in Indian society, permeating every aspect of life. All animals and
even inanimate things in nature were respected as being part of the Great Spirit's guiding force.
The medicine man was part of their religion, since healing was the work of spirits, working
through the medicinal herbs. In time the white settlers learned to respect some

of the cures of the medicine man.

The tribes also were extremely generous and hospitable. They shared their homes and
knowledge. It was not in the extreme for an Indian host to offer his wife or his daughter to a
visitor as an expression of generosity.

The Lenni Lenapes celebrated a feast similar to Thanksgiving long before any settlers arrived
here. The "Annual Ceremony" was held in mid-October at the close of the harvest season. Its
purpose was to worship and give thanks to lesser gods and to the Great Manito, god of the
harvest, for his goodness throughout the year.



The Ceremony was held in the Big House, a huge bark-covered structure, used exclusively for
this event. Since 12 was the Indian's sacred number, the celebration lasted 12 consecutive nights
and parts of those days. It centered around 12 masks carved on poles to represent the gods
occupying the 12 super-imposed heavens. On different days various rituals were observed by
singing, dancing, eating hominy - corn mush - and the animals which the hunters had killed.
When the ceremonies ended, deer skins were distributed to old men and women to fashion
moccasins for themselves. The Big House was then closed until the next year.

Lenape Nation

About Oratam...

In the 1600s the Colonial Dutch settlers of New Jersey were a shrewd lot of traders and
businessmen, but our local Indians produced at least one able leader who could meet them on
even terms. He was Oratam, Chief of the Hackensack tribe, a notable man in his day. His profile
is shown on the 1976 Bicentennial medallion and through the years has been used as a symbol of
the City of Hackensack.

Oratam was an able debater, who quickly recognized that the Dutch were not particularly
interested in bloodshed or fighting. By using his knowledge and influence among his own people
and often irritable neighboring tribesmen, he was able to negotiate some shrewd bargains with -
the settlers, including the famous Peter Stuyvesant of Manhattan.

Liquor was the major source of many Indian troubles, therefore the Dutch made an-all out
attempt to prevent its sale to the natives. One law, strictly enforced, kept an Indian in jail until he
told who sold him the alcohol so the seller could be prosecuted. The Netherlanders, however,
were somewhat tolerant and had no objections to Indians drinking as they pleased in remote
places in the woods; where they were not so apt to endanger others with knife or gun

Long before the advent of the 18th Amendment to the Constitution, Oratam became the New
World's first Prohibition agent. His 1622 Commission from the Dutch read in part:

“Whereas, Oratam, Chief of the Hackinghesacky, and other savages, a have complained that
selfish people...do carry whole ankers of brandy into their country and peddle it out there from
the Director-General and Council of New Netherland, not knowing for the present a better way
to stop it, authorise the said Chief... to seize the brandy...and those offering to sell it and bring
them here, that they may be punished as an example to others."

As Chief of the Hackensacks, Oratam was a prudent and wise leader who could be decisive when
others prompted war and was highly regarded by the Dutch Rulers as well as his fellow Indians.
Oratam lived to the age of 90, dying in 1667; three years after the British had chased the Dutch
out of this area.

Indian life was obviously affected by the arrival of the Europeans. Diseases, to which the Indians
were not immune, were brought into Bergen County by the settlers. The newcomers cleared the
forests to provide wood to build New York City and to supply logs for heat. In their way of life,


http://www.nectyr.com/lenapenation/lenapehistory.html
http://www.nectyr.com/lenapenation/lenapehistory.html

Indians - our first ecologists - only took what they needed from nature. The settlers were
saddened by the fact that the Indians eventually found it necessary to leave this area.

On March 12, 1932, the Legislature in Trenton received a letter from a Lenape, a document that
ranks among our great State papers. The following sentences are part of that letter

“Not a drop of our blood have you spilled in battle. Not an acre of our land have you taken, but
by our consent.” The last sentence reads, "Nothing but benison can fall upon her (New Jersey)
from the lips of a Lenni Lenape."



Chapter 111

Hackensack's early settlers ...

The first European settlers here were Dutch prospectors coming under the direction of the Dutch
West India Company. Men and women from Sweden had also come to New Jersey, but from
1655, when New Netherlands conquered New Sweden, until 1664, the whole of New Jersey was
completely under Dutch control.

After Henry Hudson sailed up the Hudson River in the Half Moon, the Dutch people began
filtering into this area because of their desire to trade with the Indians, knowing that furs could be
sold in Europe at high prices. In 1614 the Dutch Government, claiming exclusive rights to all
traffic in the Hudson River and the surrounding areas, named this territory New Netherlands.

In 1660 they built New Jersey's first settlement, a village named Bergen, on a hill now known as
Jersey City Heights. By 1661 this trading post was so crowded it did not have any space inside of
its fortifications to place more buildings. Bergen is believed to have received its name from
Bergen Op Zoom, an important town on the River Scheldt in Holland.

In 1664 the British began their conquest of New Netherlands and, after a brief struggle against
the Dutch, the territory was conceded to England by the States General of Holland. The English
were prepared to fight but war was avoided since the Dutch preferred a negotiated surrender.

Late that same year King Charles Il of Britain made a most generous grant to his own brother,
James, Duke of York, deeding to him a large land tract, New Jersey! The English set up their
government, claiming that John Cabot, an Italian navigator in the service of England, discovered
this land in 1497.

The Duke of York's grantees, Lord John Berkeley, and Sir George Carteret, seem to have had
natural talents as real estate developers when they enthused about their land in a remarkable
brochure, "Grants and Concessions,” (sometimes called "The Magna Charta of New Jersey")
which promised religious freedom to men and women, land ownership, right of assembly, and
most of the other civil rights which form the basis of our legal codes in New Jersey in 1976.

In this immediate area a grant of more than 5,000 acres was made in July of 1668 to planters
from Barbadoes. Included in the award were the lands between the Passaic and Hackensack
Rivers, 7 miles along their banks from the junction near Newark. Later, another 6 miles was
added by a second grant, subsequently known as New Barbadoes Neck. New plantations started
by these men helped them become influential men in the colony. By 1676 a Hackensack land
grant was made.

In 1693 the Township of Hackensack was formed. This included all lands between the
Hackensack and Hudson Rivers all the way to Bergen Township's boundaries. Curiously,
Hackensack today is actually beyond these old boundaries. [Click here for more on Hackensack’s
original boundaries].

The fact that the British had conquered New Netherlands made surprisingly little change. The
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people were expected to swear allegiance to the English King, which most did willingly. Many
even welcomed a change in government because the iron-handed rule of the Dutch Director
Generals was not pleasing to the rather independent settlers.

The English conquest started a whole new method of government, as exemplified by the
establishment of counties within New Jersey in 1682. For the first time individual citizens
enjoyed a government brought closer to them. One of the first four counties to be designated was
Bergen. Its boundary lines ran from the New York State line to the north, down to Newark and
Newark Bay to the south, the lands between the Hudson River to the east and the Hackensack to
the west. In 1709 the western boundary was extended to the Passaic River.

The creation of the counties brought into being in 1693 a new political body, the General
Assembly. Inhabitants now could select two citizens from each county to represent their interests
in the Assembly, a semi-legislative body. By giving the people a taste of direct, representative
government, the British unwittingly planted the seed of a desire for complete independence!

"The Proprietors of East Jersey," under British rule, granted large tracts of land in this area to
wealthy speculators, some of whom had been associated with the Island of Barbados in the West
Indies. One of them, Captain John Berry, received in June of 1699 the land which today is most
of the present City of Hackensack. His first grant extended a distance of 2 miles along the river
and by a later grant he acquired other lands north of Hoboken in Bergen Township.

The Green, the gift of John Berry of 2 3/4 acres of land to the residents of Hackensack, dates
back to 1696. The church site was included in this gift and there were whipping posts and stocks
on the Green.

However hard they tried, the planters form the West Indies were unable to develop - in the vastly
different climate of New Jersey - a single cash crop such as the profitable tobacco or sugar.
Because -the plantation system could not work, they found it necessary to sell or rent their land
for smaller farms.

Meanwhile, Captain Berry had a price to pay for all these land gifts, an annual "quit rent" of 20
shillings. Today this is the equivalent of about $2.25. Though Berry understood this obligation,
as a matter principle, he refused to pay and served a prison term in 1685 as a result. Whether it
was because of Puritan tradition of land being tenure free from such charges, or whether the new
settlers actually couldn't afford to pay, is not clear. Others were encouraged by Captain Berry's
actions, and the towns of Newark and Elizabeth also refused to give money to their Proprietors in
England.

These quit rents, common until 1748, were so unpopular as to inhibit the growth of the
Hackensack area. Other matters influenced growth of this area in the early 1700s, including the
efforts of a Secaucus land owner who wanted New Barbadoes Township, then part of Essex
County, to become part of Bergen County as it did (the transfer took place on January 21, 1710).
The added population necessitated building a new courthouse, which in turn stimulated other
new development. The courthouse was built in 1715 on Justice of the Peace Barent Kool's land.
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That same year a ferry landing was located at a site called Penungum a few miles out of town,
from which a road ran north through marshes of the Quackasack Section. There were many
orchards and farms along the river. In 1715 there was but one doctor in town, Dr. Van Emburgh,
two blacksmiths, one shoemaker, a machinist's shop, and a few farms. The new courthouse and
the earlier completion of the new Dutch Reformed Church in 1708 helped Hackensack and
Bergen County to attract more settlers. The county population totaled 2,637 in 1726, increasing
to 4,095 in 1737.

But there were hard times, too. Able bodied men, resentful of being required to serve for 2 years
on road building projects, produced bad roads. The resulting poor travel facilities failed to
encourage trade with the large New York City market

The 1700s produced the impending threat of a slave revolt. There are not many records to
describe the lives of free African Americans in Bergen County, but a few documents tell of both
free blacks and slaves living in Hackensack. The law as well as the customs of the time allowed
the harsh treatment of slaves. Fear on the part of the white man made him excuse unfair trials of
blacks when the courts accepted hearsay and gossip rather than facts and evidence. Punishments
ranged from 100 lashes to immediate hangings. One of the original members of the Dutch
Reformed Congregation in Hackensack was Jochem Robertse, a black freeman. His daughter,
Mary, was the second child ever to be baptized at the church. The records on freemen are scarce
because they were not mentioned in public records until after the American Revolution

By the late 1600s, as the white people saw the black population increasing faster than their own,
uneasiness set in and more laws were passed restricting the activities of blacks. Slave courts were
set up to try capital crimes in 1714. The 1726-1737 census showed Bergen with the lowest
population of any county in the East Division of New Jersey, but the largest slave population of
any county in the entire colony. Feelings of insecurity led to great injustices.

One case Involved William Provoost, whose widow later became the wife of Aaron Burr. (After
a wedding in the Old Dutch Church in Paramus, the Burrs lived in the Hermitage now being
restored, in Ho-Ho-Kus.) The harsh punishment of their slaves kept things quiet for about six
years. The burning of seven barns in the area was reported in such newspapers as The New York
Journal and The Boston Weekly Postboy, with hearsay and rumors exaggerated in the press. For
the fires, Ben and Jack, both slaves, were burned at the stake in Hackensack near the river.

A sad commentary on man's behavior toward his fellow man can be noted in several such cases
where hasty convictions led to unjustifiable punishment. The first time the court records showed
an indictment against a white man for abusing a slave was in 1773 in Saddle River Township,
when several whites were charged with beating a slave.

During this general time period between the French and Indian War and the Revolution,
Hackensack's economy was still closely tied to that of New York City. A road and ferry network
connected Hackensack and New York to the East and with the more rural areas north and west of
the village. Many local merchants, too generous in granting supplies on credit during the French
and Indian War, were unable to last in business for more than a year, precipitating a general
recession which caused many sons of tradesmen to leave the village in order to seek fortunes in
larger communities. New arrivals, some of whom were Scotch-Irish immigrants, took the places
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of those who had moved away. These newcomers brought their Scotch Presbyterian Religion
with them.

In the 1750s, the town government had no mayor or other central--authority, only a clerk who
registered brand marks, an assessor, a collector, -two overseers of the poor, and overseers of the
roads and surveyors. Residents would take turns filling these township posts.

In the Bergen County government, however, there was no opportunity to rotate jobs. Seven
families dominated the political scene - two so-called "old guard” families, the VVan Buskirks and
the Kingslands, had for their opposition the Provoosts, Van Giesens, Demarests, Deys and
Berthilfs. Initially, a person started as a member of the Governor's Council, or as an
Assemblyman, and only after that did he go into township office. Only one Bergen County
resident became a member of the Governor's Council after 1715 because few were

qualified. To be eligible a candidate had to own 1,000 acres of land or property valued at at least
500 pounds.

The system of family control in County Government declined because of the weak economy in
the years before the Revolution. These groups lost their affluence and their influence. The
emerging leaders were mainly pro-Tory.

Neither town nor county officials were especially concerned about the poor or the debtors. Too
much credit had been extended and the money not being collectable often produced occasional
violence and chaotic situations. One reported incident involved a judge -- Peter Zabriskie -- who
sat in judgment in four cases where he himself was the plaintiff. One big problem in obtaining
justice was the fact that various court clerks, lawyers and judges could be brothers, cousins or
otherwise related and not impartial in their conduct

During this period Hackensack had been in competition with another Jersey town, Newark, but
the former's poor roads caused many economic woes. The start of ferry routes across from
Paulus Hook (Jersey City) and from Hoboken to New York City brought a need for stage coach
lines in New Jersey. The first stage line connecting Hackensack and Paulus Hook left from the
Watson Tavern in Hackensack on Mondays and Fridays at 7 A.M. and returned from what is
now Jersey City the same day at 2 P.M. Competition arose among stage lines and taverns, which
acted as depots. In 1770 there were thirty taverns in this county or one tavern for each three
hundred inhabitants! The stage lines, farm produce, roads and bridges all meant at least the
possibility of trade with New York City.
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Introduction to Chapter 1V

A visitor to the Garden State of America, as the province of New Jersey was called in the 1770s,
might have been impressed by the happy, prosperous appearances. All around would be seen
solid stone houses, well-farmed lands, and large orchards - outward symbols of a happy
citizenry. In reality the people of the time had many reasons for tensions and worry.

Because the land had been Dutch and then English, there were legal entanglements of ownership,
with frustrating complications setting neighbor against neighbor.

It has been said that if Benjamin Franklin's son (then the Governor of New Jersey), had more
power, the Revolutionary feelings in New Jersey would have been almost nonexistent. Once the
war started, pillaging and foraging by troops on both sides dealt a blow to the farmers in Bergen
County who were in the neutral area of the Hackensack Valley. It is important to remember that
the independent nature of the Dutch led them to struggle against any interference in their day-to-
day lifestyle, while their desire for liberty set them apart from most people elsewhere in the
world. The Dutch really believed that birth and position did not matter, but that each individual
should be an independent person and all human beings were of equal worth. Such new feelings
would obviously create deep tensions, as the War for Independence developed.
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Chapter 1V
The Revolutionary War...

The part of New Jersey north of Newark had a dramatic part in the Revolution. The inhabitants
were Jersey Dutch, cut off in many ways from their English countryman and the rest of the
colony. Like their British neighbors, they spent the months before Lexington quarreling among
themselves over the issues of the day, never realizing that it was to be the Jersey Dutch farmer,
not the New Englander or Virginia planter, who would be surrounded by contending armies
when war came.

Nevertheless, during May, 1775, trade was flourishing in the Hackensack area. Pettiaugers (two-
masted flat-bottomed schooner like vessels capable of transporting 10 to 12 tons of cargo) sailed
up and down the busy Hackensack River on every tide, carrying country farm produce to New
York and merchandise back to the farms and mines of northern New Jersey. Stage coaches
between Hackensack and Bergen were said to be busier than ever.

It was during this time in 1775 that the County seat at Hackensack witnessed sharp conflicts and
embittered feelings as partisans of both Whig and Tory parties took decided stands for and
against outright independence.

As early as July Fourth of 1775, "His Majestie's Justices and Freeholders of the County of
Bergen and Province of East New Jersey in a meeting "unanimously agreed to the following
motion, "to wit “or not. This Board says they have.”

"Whether the County Committee shall have a right in case of emergency to take the County
Arms out of the Courthouse”

The question of armed conflict was rapidly approaching the local area. It was the summer of
1776 when the British moved the war down from New England to New York. From then on, the
Dutchmen were forced to live on dreaded neutral ground, forced to choose between loyalty to
American principles and loyalty to the British Crown.

Many Hackensack area residents had enlisted in the Jersey Line of the Continental Army as early
as April, 1775, after reports that fighting had broken out at Lexington and Concord. The
spectacle of redcoats shooting American farmers convinced the majority that American arms
must answer England's ministerial arrogance. Amazingly, New Jersey changed from a royal
government to a revolutionary government without the firing of a gun. To the utter distress of the
Tories, the province soon found the Governor and Council shorn of power and the lawful
Provincial Assembly superseded by the Rebel Provincial Congress. Five prominent patriots were
named to represent the County at the Provincial Congress to be held at Trenton on May 23, 1775.
When it convened, it generally acted as though the royal government of New Jersey did not exist,
- prohibiting exports to parts of Canada, proposing patriot associations, establishing numerous
militia companies, and appointing their officers and levying taxes. Between Saturday, June 29,
1776, and Tuesday, July 2, the British sailed into New York Harbor, some 250 man-o'-war
sailing ships strong. Most of the vessels were transports, their decks filled with redcoats, who
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disembarked into encampments on Staten Island.

By the end of August, General William Howe had opened attack and had taken Long Island from
American forces. September 15, saw the Americans easily driven out of lower Manhattan, and
shortly afterwards the strong point of Paulus Hook and the town of Bergen were evacuated
without a battle.

The Hackensack Valley was exposed to great danger. Washington and his army were almost
barren of hope. Threatened by a possible British attack, on Wednesday, November 13, General
George Washington abandoned his camp at White Plains, New York, and crossed the Hudson
River with all the Continental troops from New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and the states to
the south, and encamped in and around Hackensack. Washington and his staff established their
own headquarters at Peter Zabriskie’s house on the Village Green. Many of the houses in
Hackensack sheltered one or two refugees who had sneaked out of New York City when the
British took it over.

At this point Washington considered his position as being poor but not desperate. At Fort Lee,
General Nathaniel Greene prevented the British from crossing the Hudson River, helped by the
sheer walls of the Palisades, which formed an almost impassable precipice for 10 miles south and
20 miles north. Greene had 2,400 men, while Colonel Robert Magaw had a force of 1,200 troops
holding Fort Washington against the British.

At ten o'clock on Monday, November 16, the British movement began and with little resistance
the British overtook Fort Washington. General Washington lost 2,000 men whom he could ill-
afford to be without, and he sadly returned to Hackensack to plot new defenses.

On the night of November 19, the British secretly moved their flatboats north to Kingsbridge,
and several thousand British troops under Lord Cornwallis packed their tents and marched to the
Phillips' House on the east shore of the Hudson. At daybreak Cornwallis began crossing the
Hudson with his troops, landing at Closter Dock (present day Cresskill) which was undefended
because it was thought to be too steep for a body of troops with arms to climb.

Nevertheless, the British completed their landing at 9 A.M. on November 20 Washington
received word of the landing at 10 A.M. while at Hackensack.

The British were only 11 miles away from Fort Lee, but the first half mile contained the obstacle
of the precipice of the Palisades. Washington's headquarters at Hackensack was six miles from
the fort. The route of the advancing troops met the route of the retreating Americans from the
fort at Liberty Pole Tavern, 3% miles from Fort Lee and 7 miles from the Closter Dock landing.
It is widely accepted that had Cornwall is moved enough of his men forward to cut off the
American retreat at Liberty Pole, Washington and his rebel army would have been captured and
the war ended.

The British troops did not reach Liberty Pole until the entire American garrison had passed that
point. The British were well aware that the Americans had passed the same point shortly before,
but they decided to go on and capture the now empty Fort Lee. When they arrived at the Fort at 1
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P.M., they found 300 tents standing, 50 loaded cannons, and many other provisions and stores.
Scattered along the road to Hackensack which was used by the retreating Americans were
numerous muskets, knapsacks, and both heavy and light artillery.

The American troops crossed the Hackensack River at New Bridge, in front of the Ackerman-
Zabriskie-Von Steuben House. It was nightfall, cold and rainy when the army wearily entered
Hackensack the 21st, the countryside was a beehive of activity, as people worked feverishly to
conceal Continental property that the army could not carry on its retreat. They hid or buried
hundreds of soldiers' shirts and stores of gunpowder, lead, bullets, and food. Washington was
still in his headquarters on the Village Green that morning, planning to abandon Hackensack and
cross over the Passaic River and relative safety.

Albert Zabriskie asked Washington where the army planned to go. Washington leaned over on
his horse and whispered, "Can you keep a secret?" When Zabriskie firmly assured him that he
could, Washington said, "I can too." And as part of their Bicentennial program the people of
Bergen County re-enacted this disheartening period and the retreat from Fort Lee through the
various towns to Hackensack on November 20th and to the Passaic County Border on the 21st.
Each group of citizens paid honor to those hard pressed men of the rag-tag Continental Army
until they reach the Delaware River. A fitting tribute in 1976 to the courage shown in 1776 under
the most adverse conditions rode off.

About noon the next day, November 22nd, the British took possession of Hackensack, and in the
afternoon the Green was covered with Hessians, about strong. They foraged and plundered,
frightening the inhabitants.

On November 25, 1776, four days after Washington and his troops left , N Hackensack for the
Acquackanonk Bridge, the British General Harcourt in command of the 16th Dragoons, with
several companies of light artillery, started in pursuit, but did not know the way. Washington
had gone down Polifly Road to Albert Terhune's Lane, which intersected that old road at what is
now 315 Terrace Avenue, and led to Acquackanonk Bridge (now Passaic). But as General
Harcourt did not know the area, he passed Terhune's Lane and continued over the old road as far
as Hillside Cemetery, where he stopped to ask directions. He was told to go back to the first
branch, (now Union Avenue) over which he was to continue to the first intersecting road,
(Jackson Avenue) where he was to turn to the right and follow that road to the bridge. The
General followed directions, but when he arrived at the bridge he found it destroyed.

These events were the most noteworthy of Bergen County history during the Revolutionary
period. The fate of the Hackensack patriots, like that of all America, depended on Washington,
whose broken army now waited on the west side of the Delaware for the British to continue their
drive against Philadelphia. The British, confident of victory, were waiting for the River to freeze
hard enough to cross. The British believed there was plenty of time, and that the Continental
Capital was but a day's skirmish away.

Toward the end of December, even Congress had left the area of Philadelphia in a panic towards
Baltimore, and it seemed as though the American rebellion was quelled.



But on Christmas Day, 1776, the British were caught off guard by Washington, who crossed the
Delaware in a sleet storm that night, and captured or killed the entire British force in Trenton.
The whole complexion of the war was altered by this one bold movement by Washington.

Meanwhile, the patriots of Bergen County, overwhelmed by British power and Tory neighbors,
kept a stiff resistance in a seemingly lost cause during the early weeks of British occupation, and
when the fortunes of war drove the British back to their bastion on Manhattan Island, settled
down to a five-year war of neighbors on neutral ground. The fighting in Bergen was done by the
local militia, not by the main bodies of either army.

The patriot militiaman farmed during the day and did sentinel duty at night, never knowing when
a band of Tories would raid his farm and carry him and his sons off to Sugar House Prison on
British held Manhattan, never knowing whose home and barns had been next marked for
destruction. British foraging expeditions of thousands of men often reaped the harvests that
Bergen County farmers had sown. On occasion, the American forces were themselves forced to
strip local farms for their own existence, and many a Jersey Dutchman who had risked his life for
years found that to a foraging Continental he was but another damned Tory.

One of the numerous British foragings occurred on Sunday, September 14, 1777, when the
British General Clinton led a group of soldiers into the Hackensack Valley from their camp in
Manhattan. It was Colonel Aaron Burr who led a successful rout against them later that night.
Burr, leading his men between (two sentinels) at the moment when they were farthest apart he
was almost upon the sleeping picket before a man of it began to stir. When at a distance of 10
yards, Burr was challenged by a sentinel, whom he immediately shot dead, and then gave the
word of attack. One officer, a sergeant, a corporal, and 27 privates, fell into their hands on this
occasion. Only one of the pickets in addition to the sentinel made any resistance and he was
overpowered after he received two bayonet wounds. The last words of the dying soldier were
that...

"It grieved him sore to the heart that he had served his King upwards of twenty years, and at
length must die with a charged musket in his hand."

It was on March 23, 1780, that during another British raid, the Courthouse was burned along
with several houses, as the following record J- proves in an extract of a letter from Hackensack,
dated March 24, 1780:

"Yesterday morning at 4 o'clock, a Lt. Col. M'Pherson, of the 42" Regiment, made a descent
upon this place by way of Little Ferry. Soon after they entered the town they burnt the
Courthouse, and also Messrs. Boyd' s and Chappies's dwelling-houses, and then proceeded to
Paramus."

According to another letter, referred to in the New Jersey Archives as a "Letter from New
Barbadoes, 1780" the British were again in this area about May 30th of that year. The letter

"This morning a detachment of about 300 of the enemy, under the command of Colonel Buskirk,
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made a descent into this county. Their professed objective was to murder and carry off the
militia. They divided themselves into two parties, each going upon a scout. They met at the
house of J. Zabriskie at about one o'clock A.M. and mistaking each other for the rear guard (as
they call it) fell upon each other in a most furious manner, and by the discharge of their muskets
and use of the bayonet, they appear to have made a dreadful slaughter; the ground 'round the
house being in a measure covered with blood, and in some places the clotted gore remained in
heaps when | arrived at the spot, which was five o'clock. After this, they finding their mistake,
retreated over and took the bridge (New Bridge) to prevent our men pursuing them.

"Tis said they had 7 or 8 killed on the spot, besides wounded. All were carried off.

September 8, 1780, marked the death of the Continental Army's Brigadier General Enoch Poor,
who served the State of New Hampshire under the command of the Marquis de Lafayette.-'He is
believed to have been shot in a duel with a Colonel who served under him. Poor was buried on
Sunday, September 10, with honors of war in the graveyard of the Old Dutch Reformed Church.
His grave can still be visited today, as can a monument constructed in his memory near the
Courthouse. Generals Washington and Lafayette were present at the burial.

The surrender of the British army, under Lord Cornwall is at Yorktown, Virginia, in the Fall of
1781, was the signal for great rejoicing throughout the Colonies. The state of jubilation over the
great success of the American and French armies was so universal that there must have been
quite a few joyous local citizens who joined in the celebration. The war, however, was not yet
over for the inhabitants of our area. Despite the Yorktown victory, the British still held New
York City. Attacks were launched from both New York and Staten Island on the countryside.
The vindictiveness of loyalist troops kept alive the bitter threat of raids, pillaging and looting in
this area. The widespread illegal trading with the enemy by local merchants continued to plague
the Governor of New Jersey, William Livingston, and his patriot leaders in their attempt to block
all traffic with the British.

It was all over, finally, in March of 1783, when word of the Treaty of Paris signing on January
20, 1783, reached America. Reconciliation came swiftly to those places where there had been no
fighting and where Tories had not remained near patriots and tried to injure them.

But in the Hackensack Area, after 7 years of war, Dutch patriots could not forget their neighbors'
treacheries nor understand the indifference of those away from the neutral ground who never
suffered from Tory violence. Strangers to the Hackensack Valley found the patriots' hatred for
Toryism at odds with their religious ideals.

It was a direct result of this strong hatred for those who favored the British that many Tories lost
their homes and property to the victorious patriots On November 10, 1783, Washington received
and made addresses to militia officers and churchmen in Hackensack. He said:

"To the Militia Officers of Bergen County Gentn: | participate most
sincerely in the joy you express at the conclusion of the war, and the re-
establishment of the blessings of Peace.

Persuaded of the rectitude of our cause, and relying on the divine aid for
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its success, | accepted an arduous employment, the event has justified my
most enlarged expectation; and if to the consciousness of having
attempted faithfully to discharge my duty, | may add the approbation of
my fellow Citizens, my happiness will be compleat.

To you Gentn, who have experienced in no small degree the fatigues of a
military life, I must return these my last public thanks for the cheerful and
able assistance you have often afforded me. May you as a reward of your
virtuous conduct, enjoy the uninterrupted fruits of that Independence
which has been procured at the hazard of our lives."

General Washington had great presence and was loved and trusted by his men, which accounts
for the terrible hardships they endured to stand by him. This contributed to their tremendous
stamina and eventual success. He had a sense of discipline and seldom lost his temper, a man of
principle and conviction. His brilliant anticipation of the British Army’s movements made the so-
called retreat a costly defeat for England. All odds seemed to be against him and would have
broken the spirit of a man of lesser strength, but he overcame all obstacles. His little army of
barely 14,000 men lacked arms and supplies.

Frederick the Great, the old Prussian soldier, said that Washington's tactics in the Delaware
River movements were the most brilliant achievements recorded in military annals. Howe's plan
to cut the Colonies in two by taking the Hudson River failed. It dragged out and instead of
ending an uprising in a few weeks, they found themselves involved in a long war in which the
Colonies emerged as an independent nation.



Chapter V
Hackensack begins to grow...

Hackensack has certainly come a long way since Dr. Van Imburg built the first dwelling here
late in the 1600s, located about where the Courthouse is now. But it has been a slow, gradual
change which has molded Hackensack into its present form.

The Dutch Reformed Church, known affectionately as The Old Church On The Green, first
opened its doors on November 15, 1696. The Church served as an important meeting place for
the village residents for many years, and many of the first homes in Hackensack were built to be
near it.

In 1709, Hackensack, (officially named New Barbadoes until 1921) became part of Bergen
County and the County Seat as a result of its importance and location. The Portuguese
discovered Barbadoes in the West Indies and the name is of Portuguese or Romanian origin. It
means "bearded", so named for the trees on the island with pendants of beardlike moss.
Therefore Hackensack's name for many years, "New Barbadoes" is a Portuguese or Romanian
name. (Incidentally, the only time that Washington left the country was to go to Barbadoes. At
.the age of 19, he accompanied his half-brother there in the hope that his brother's health might
be restored.)

By the year 1834, Hackensack had become the site of 150 homes, some 1,000 residents, three
churches, two academies, one girls' boarding school, ten shops, three taverns, two paint factories,
one coach maker, two tanneries, two hatters, three smiths, and four shoemakers. By 1840, just
six years later, Hackensack boomed to a population of 2,631 and added six sawmills to its list of
businesses.

In the middle 1800s, Jersey farmers cared little about beautiful front lawns. Grass was utilitarian
and kept two or three feet high and trimmed by grazing sheep or colts. There was usually a well
for water dug near the house, and behind larger homes there was a small square structure known
as the "out kitchen". Here the family laundering, cooking and baking of breads and pies was
done. A nearby woodpile supplied the fuel for cooking and heating.

Dutch homes had simple handmade furniture. Often they had cedar chests to keep the winter
woolens and their one elegance was having a large grandfather's clock. Floors usually were
covered with homemade carpets designed from rags. There huge Dutch fireplace in the kitchen
was the home's focal point, where family activities took place all the long winter. Cleanliness
was thought to be next to Godliness by the Dutch who scrubbed everything at least once a week.

The staple evening meal was cornmeal mush and milk, and corn became their most important
crop. Since rye grew better than wheat it was the ingredient for the good bread. Apples, too, were
a staple crop and some were used to distill into "Jersey Lightning" or apple brandy. The
strawberry crop in this county was started in Hackensack and the state's farmers made their own
baskets during the winter, gathering the hickory and turning it into splints and fashioning
baskets, a personal mark was affixed to insure their return, much as lobster pots are made
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distinctive for the same reason. Later, this strawberry crop was so important that special trains
ran on the lines into Hackensack Valley during the strawberry season.

The Northern School of Hackensack Township, established in 1800, was typical of many early
schools. It was a small red building with two small windows on each side and one in the rear. It
was furnished with desks on three sides of the room facing out from the wall, with seats within
this enclosure for the smaller children, the stove being in the center of the room. Upstairs,
another room was used for meetings. Anyone who wanted to go further than the early grades of
school attended the celebrated Washington Academy in Hackensack, which then rivaled

the distinguished Princeton and Rutgers. Before New Jersey created free public schools in 1871,
there was a private high school in the Schraalenburg section of Bergen County with tuition
costing $15 per quarter for the pupils in the senior department, and $7.50 per quarter for pupils in
the primary department, and special additional charges for instruction in art, piano

and French.

Although the people here were of French, Scotch, German and English ancestry as well as
Dutch, they all spoke Jersey Dutch among themselves, went to a Dutch church on Sundays, and
proudly called themselves Jersey Dutchmen. They could speak English without an accent and
write it fluently by this time but Bergen County people preferred to remain as Dutch as possible,
at least until 1850.

In 1850 Thomas Demarest and other local men had built a railroad connecting with the Erie line
that ran to Suffern. This Northern Valley Railroad made Hackensack township flourish with
population, as people could then commute to New York and Englewood.

The Frances Westervelt book, History of Hackensack, notes:

"It is interesting in these days (1922) with the complaint of the high cost of living, to review the
prices that were established by the court for the supplies for the Continental Army located in
Bergen County in 1779-80. For the first year mentioned wood was $8 a cord; hay, $4 a hundred
weight; rye and corn by the bushel was $14... The following years... Hay of the first quality was
$200 a- ton, Corn and rye were $18 a bushel... a cord of wood was worth $12.”

The Westervelt book goes on:

The following is taken from the recollections of the late George J. Ackerman, a prominent citizen
of Hackensack, which was first published in 1902. The recollections are from 50 to 60 years
antedating the publication when there were no names to any of the streets in the village (1840-
50): "Main Street was known as Front Street and our State Street was the Back street. They
joined at the Courthouse and became the Hoboken Turnpike (now Hudson Street) and had a toll
gate until 1915. Essex Street was "The King's Road" going from Hackensack to Paramus with a
toll gate on the Bergen side of the Passaic River, and was known as the Lower road.

In the area huckleberries grew in abundance and could be gathered by anyone. "Ceasar
Monroe, a good old colored man and his wife, had a little shanty opposite the True Reformed
Church (on Hudson Street) where they sold root beer and cakes called bolivars, round hearts
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and candy. It was quite a favorite resort for the young people downtown...

At the triangle formed by Main, Hudson and Essex Streets stood a low wooden building which
was used as a tannery...On the corner of Main and Essex was the house of Henry Hall, a noted
pyrotechnist, who manufactured fireworks and gave exhibitions at Niblo's Garden, New
York...Next door ; was the bakery of Benjamin Buckbee...his wife used to make and sell the most
delicious bread and it was considered quite a treat to have Mrs. Buckbee's white bread served at
meals for only rye bread was in common use in those days and to get wheat bread was like
getting cake.

Proceeding up town, we come to Dr. Hopper's, who then in addition to his visiting the sick, kept
his own drug store;... as a side issue he pulled teeth with an old fashioned "turnkey", but not
without pain...Next door...standing on the northwest corner of Morris and Main, stood the old
tavern of Archibald Campbell of Revolutionary fame, later kept by James Vanderpool, who
in.addition to keeping a hostelry, also ran a line of stages to the Hoboken ferry...Across the
street was the Washington Mansion House kept by David A. Demarest. It had always been a
noted place of resort for travelers and people having business-at the County Seat. Historical
records tell us it was the private residence of PeterrZabriskie (at the time of the Revolutionary
War), who was a friend of General Washington, who made the home his headquarters, his meals
being sent to him from Archibald Campbell's tavern.

Across the Green was another tavern, called the Hackensack House, kept by Edward Van
Beuren. Next door to it, looking east was the county courthouse and jail, built in 1819...The jail
was in the building and the cells, four in number,...(were) secured by two doors, one of iron and
one of wood with massive lock and key.

It was in one of these cells the ill-fated murderer, Billie Keating, was confined in 1850. At the
execution, the sheriff, John V. Terhune, attired in full military regalia, with sword, cocked hat
and feathers, officiated and Sam Dawson, who was the jailor, cut the rope. The scaffold was
erected in the triangle enclosure on the west end of the courthouse, in full view of everybody who
wanted to see enacted the last drama of the life of that unfortunate murderer. The Green was
crowded with people from all parts of the county, rich and poor jostled each other to get a view
of the tragedy. He was clothed in a white suit and cap made by a tailor named Royce. At that
time there was a flagpole about one hundred feet high standing in the center of the Green,
surmounted by a Cap of Liberty.

...All of these large houses spoken of (in this area of downtown) were built after one style of
architecture...The front stoop was generally quite small, with a roof supported by a turned
column on either corner. A bench with a back ran from each side of the front door at right angles
to the house, on which the old settlers used to sit in the summer afternoons and evenings and
smoke their long clay pipes... Opposite on the south' corner of Warren 'Street stood a little
wooden shanty kept as an oyster saloon by Daddy Olcock. On the opposite corner was the school
house with a shingle roof. It was very old and was afterward taken down and the present
Washington Institute erected in its place.

These recollections of Mr. Ackerman (cited in the Westervelt book) bring to mind's eye images



from a western movie, rural scenes past remembering by current citizens, none of us having lived
in 1840. He also gave us interesting observations on the physical aspects of a time-honored
monument, the old Church on the Green:

The pews were sold to the members, who received a deed for the same, in which ownership
lasted forever," with the provision "that it should not be destroyed or defaced: The church was
heated by two wood-burning stoves placed on either side of the main entrance, each of which
had a pipe extending the full length of the building. In cold weather the women folks generally
carried little foot stoves in which was a metal pan filled with live coals to keep the feet warm
during the services, which were rather long in duration, generally three hours.

The pulpit was quite small, being semi-circular in front and elevated about five or six feet above
the floor. It was reached by a circular stairway placed on each side of it. Directly underneath it
and in front of the pulpit was a desk and chair occupied by the precentor, who would sing the
hymn, to be followed by the congregation. He used a tuning fork to get the pitch. There was no
choir and there was not even an organ or any musical instrument in any of the churches. In fact,
it was considered by some quite profane and  -irreverent to have any instrument of music in
their houses of worship and was deprecated in the most caustic terms by the old dominies.

George Ackerman also relates that the early landowners had their homes on the main
thoroughfare and made small lanes leading back to their farms. He listed them all and as you
read the names you will still know of Bergen County families descended from these rugged souls
and maybe live on streets named in their honor. There was John Berry, Issac Van Gieson, Julius
Ellis, Jan, Berdan, Paulos VVand