The Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hackensack was held at City Hall, 65 Central Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey, on Tuesday, April 5, 2011 at 8:00 p.m.

 Mayor Sasso called the meeting to order and City Clerk, Debra Heck, stated: “In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by sending a notice to The Record and the County Seat and by posting a copy on the Bulletin Board in City Hall.” 

   Mrs. Heck called the roll:

Present – Mayor Karen K. Sasso, Deputy Mayor Jorge E. Meneses, Councilman John P. Labrosse, Councilman Marlin G. Townes, City Attorney Joseph C. Zisa and City Manager Stephen Lo Iacono. 

Councilman Michael R. Melfi was absent.

Mayor Sasso asked everyone to stand for the flag salute.

Mayor Sasso announced that she had two special proclamations for this evening, one at the behest of Jamie England for the SOAR program which promotes alcohol  awareness and the other for “National Stop The Violence Month” which is a celebration of hope in honor of Ted Kennedy.

Students from Bergen County Academies and the High School involved in the SOAR program were presented with City of Hackensack pins. 

 A motion was made by Councilman Townes and seconded by Deputy Mayor Meneses to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2011 meeting. 

City Manager’s report –  Mr. Lo Iacono advised that meetings and work continues with the City planner, the Upper Main Alliance, etc. regarding the Main Street Revitalization project and that they are moving along quickly.  There will be a presentation made shortly to the Planning Board.

Mr. Lo Iacono again spoke about the creation of a boat ramp for emergency services in order to get emergency boats into the river and that money had been an issue.  Since the Court Street bridge is being re-done by the County, Mr. Lo Iacono was able to get them and the contractor to do the job at no cost to the City except for engineering and needed applications to the DEP.  He said that the ramp should be completed when the bridge is completed.

Mr. Lo Iacono said that approximately eighteen months ago he came to the Council about a program to change the handling of the first class mail.  The City has received a slightly reduced rate for every piece of non-essential mail going out.  During the first year the City saved $4,340.00 on what first class postage would have cost.  Mr. Lo Iacono is now looking to expand the mail program to include the court.

Mr. Lo Iacono advised that the Homestead Rebate has come out and that the City had to send out new second quarter bills to senior citizens and disabled people with certain income levels.  Four thousand bills were mailed out with a small reimbursement from the State and on May 1st the City should receive funds to cover this program.

Mr. Lo Iacono said that the City has received the DOT grant for the repaving of Main Street on the north end ($163,878) and that the City had bonded some funds to use on streets in need of repaving.  He also said that this money will be combined with the University Drive project and Main Street to bid it and hopefully get a better price and that within the next thirty days it should go out to bid.

Mr. Lo Iacono reported that two more vehicles were eliminated from the police department fleet.

Mr. Lo Iacono also spoke about the Summit and Passaic traffic signal and that there were some old bond ordinances that had left over funds which could be used to pay for a lead in green light.  He said that this acquisition will have no effect on the budget.  Mayor Sasso suggested checking how close cars are parking to the corner and Mr. Lo Iacono said that the job should be started next week or the following.                  







 








NO.   138-11 

OFFERED BY: MENESES  

 
SECONDED BY: LABROSSE  
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 8-2011, AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 

BE IT RESOLVED that the above ordinance, being Ordinance 8-2011 as introduced, does now pass on first reading and that said Ordinance shall be considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on May 3, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached at the regular meeting place of the City Council and at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance and that the City Clerk be and she is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said ordinance will be further considered for final passage.

Roll Call:  Ayes- Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso  

Absent - Melfi

NO.  139-11
OFFERED BY: MENESES



SECONDED BY: LABROSSE   
_______________________________________________________________

MUNICIPAL BUDGET NOTICE

MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK

COUNTY OF BERGEN FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011


BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall constitute the Municipal Budget for the year 2011; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in The Record, in the issue of April 13, 2011.


The Governing Body of the City of Hackensack does hereby approve the following as the Budget for the year 2011:


RECORDED VOTE : Ayes – Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso
                                              Absent - Melfi


Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was approved by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack, County of Bergen, on April 5, 2011.


A hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolution will be held at City Hall on May 3, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2011 may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Roll Call – Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso  

 Absent: Melfi

**Mr. Lo Iacono said that he wanted to make some quick points on the budget as he is concerned how the budget will be reflected in the new tax bills.  He also said that there is a minimum contribution that a municipality is to make to a library needs to appear as a new line item on the taxpayer’s bill but it is not an additional charge.  He further said that an average home assessed at $243,200 will decrease in taxes.  Mr. Lo Iacono said that a power point presentation was prepared and that copies will be available here and will be posted on the website tomorrow.

Mayor Sasso thanked Mr. Lo Iacono for bringing in the budget with a decrease in taxes to the homeowner.  She praised everyone’s efforts and for thinking outside the box.  She said that reductions had been made by reducing the fleet and the work force, shared services and the reassessment.  The Mayor also thanked the CFO, auditor, Mr. Lo Iacono, Councilman Melfi and Councilman Labrosse for working hard.

NO. 140-11
OFFERED BY: TOWNES



SECONDED BY: MENESES  

________________________________________________________________


 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the bills in the following accounts be and are hereby ordered paid:

	Current Fund
	$9,318,700.38

	Grants
	11,626.40

	Escrow
	24,430.99

	Payroll 
	131,586.88

	Public Parking System
	10,729.97

	Capital 
	19,786.33

	Trust Account 
	42,931.23


Roll Call - Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

          


Absent-Melfi

The City Clerk announces that the following items are considered to be routine in nature and will be enacted in one motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of Funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in full in the minutes including any exceptions and/or additions.”

NO. 141-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE             
             SECONDED BY: TOWNES  

________________________________________________________________


  WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Hackensack has been advised that an emergency affecting the safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Hackensack and the general public did occur when an intersection traffic light repair was needed at Summit and Passaic Streets; and


WHEREAS, the signals department notified the City Manager setting forth the circumstances regarding this emergency; and


WHEREAS, the cost of repair was $8,940.00 which is fair and reasonable, and Allan Briteway Electric has supplied all materials and overhead for such; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available in account #C-04-55-U18-000-001 of the capital budget.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Hackensack that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6 which authorizes the governing body to pay Allen Briteway Electric, 130 Algonquin Parkway, Whippany, NJ  07981 for this emergency and therefore be paid.

Roll Call - Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso
          


Absent-Melfi

NO. 142-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE


 SECONDED BY: TOWNES  

________________________________________________________________


  WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Hackensack has been advised that an emergency affecting the safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Hackensack and the general public did occur when an emergency storm and sanitary sewer repair was needed for Frederick Street; and


WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works notified the City Manager setting forth the circumstances regarding this emergency; and


WHEREAS, the governing body is satisfied that an emergency exists and that immediate action is necessary to restore the aforementioned; and


WHEREAS, the cost of repair was $7,864.08 which is a fair and reasonable proposal; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available in account #1-01-26-311-311-204 of the current fund.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Hackensack that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6 which authorizes the governing body to award contracts without benefit of public bidding in emergency situations and the vendor Montana Construction Company, 80 Contant Avenue, Lodi, NJ, 07644,   therefore be paid.

Roll Call - Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso
          


Absent-Melfi

NO. 143-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE
               
    SECONDED BY: TOWNES 
WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Grant has been proposed by the following organization located in the municipality of Hackensack, New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Inter-local Services Act, Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Mayor and City Council; and


WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Hackensack hereby confirms endorsement of the following projects; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid projects may be expedited.

APPLICANT




AMOUNT
     PURPOSE





 

Christ Church Community 


$22,500.00
  Ending Homelessness

 Development Corporation

             Roll Call: – Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                                Absent-Melfi  
NO. 144-11
OFFERED BY:LABROSSE

       SECONDED BY: TOWNES   
_______________________________________________________________


 WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack frequently receives requests for the creation of handicapped parking spaces in and about the City of Hackensack; and


WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack investigates each and every request for the creation of handicapped parking spaces; and


WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the residents of the City of Hackensack to create handicapped parking spaces when and where appropriate; and


WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack has received a request for the creation of a handicapped parking space in front of 95 Longview Avenue, west side, from a point 47 feet north of Marvin Street, to a point 25 feet thereof; and


WHEREAS, after careful consideration, the Mayor and City Council believe that the creation of the handicapped parking space is in the best interest of the residents of the City of Hackensack.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack hereby authorize and approve the creation of a handicapped space at 95 Longview Avenue, west side, from a point 47 feet north of Marvin Street; to a point 25 feet thereof.

Roll Call – Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                   Absent-Melfi

NO. 145-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE


  SECONDED BY: TOWNES   
_______________________________________________________________


 WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack frequently receives requests for the creation of handicapped parking spaces in and about the City of Hackensack; and


WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack investigates each and every request for the creation of handicapped parking spaces; and


WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the residents of the City of Hackensack to create handicapped parking spaces when and where appropriate; and


WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack has received a request for the creation of a handicapped parking space in front of 304 Williams Avenue, east side, from a point 74 feet north of Kennedy Street, to a point 25 feet thereof; and


WHEREAS, after careful consideration, the Mayor and City Council believe that the creation of the handicapped parking space is in the best interest of the residents of the City of Hackensack.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack hereby authorize and approve the creation of a handicapped space at 304 Williams Avenue, east side, from a point 74 feet north of Kennedy Street; to a point 25 feet thereof.

Roll Call – Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                  Absent-Melfi  
NO. 146-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE 


SECONDED BY: TOWNES   
_______________________________________________________________


 WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack frequently receives requests for the creation of handicapped parking spaces in and about the City of Hackensack; and


WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack investigates each and every request for the creation of handicapped parking spaces; and


WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the residents of the City of Hackensack to create handicapped parking spaces when and where appropriate; and


WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack has received a request for the creation of a handicapped parking space in front of 52 Hobart Street, east side, from a point 139 feet south of Kansas Street to a point 25 feet thereof; and


WHEREAS, after careful consideration, the Mayor and City Council believe that the creation of the handicapped parking space is in the best interest of the residents of the City of Hackensack.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack hereby authorize and approve the creation of a handicapped space at 52 Hobart Street, east side, from a point 139 feet south of Kansas Street to a point 25 feet thereof.

Roll Call – Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                  Absent-Melfi  
NO. 147-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE


SECONDED BY: TOWNES  
_______________________________________________________________


 WHEREAS, on March 14, 2011, the City Council of the City of Hackensack passed Resolution No. 131-11 which listed performance guarantee bonds that were ready to be released; and


WHEREAS, the City Clerk has been advised by the Chief Financial Officer that the refund approved for Dependable Plumbing and Heating in the amount of $50.00 is incorrect, as the amount was not refundable.


 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the refund in the amount of $50.00 to Dependable Plumbing and Heating authorized on Resolution No. 131-11 dated March 14, 2011 is hereby rescinded.

Roll Call – Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                  Absent-Melfi 

NO. 148-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE

       SECONDED BY: TOWNES   
_______________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, Hackensack Rotary District 7490 has established a grants program that is available to non-profit and government organizations located in Hackensack; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack has established and maintains a program of recognized public health activities that are aimed at meeting Public Health Practice Standards for New Jersey Local Boards of Health and local public health needs; and

WHEREAS,  the Hackensack Health Department qualifies to apply for the aforementioned funding.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that John G. Christ, Health Officer of the City of Hackensack, is authorized to make application to the Hackensack Rotary Club District 7490 for grant funds.

Roll Call – Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                   Absent-Melfi  
 NO. 149-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE


SECONDED BY: TOWNES  
_______________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, Division of Aging and Community Services is offering grants to implement chronic disease self-management programs; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack’s Department of Health has established and maintains a program of recognized public health activities and meets the public health practice standards of performance as prescribed by the Public Health Council in accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack’s Department of Health is eligible to apply for these grant funds for the period May 1, 2011 through February 29, 2012.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that John G. Christ, Health Officer of the City of Hackensack, is authorized to make application to the New Jersey State Department of Health and Senior Services for the chronic disease self-management program grant for the period May 1, 2011 through February 29, 2012.

Roll Call – Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                  Absent-Melfi  
NO. 150-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE


      SECONDED BY: TOWNES   
________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, 90 Main Street Realty 1998 is the owner and taxpayer of real properties designated as Block 204, Lot 11 and Block 206.1, Lot 16;                                  known as 88 Moore Street and 90 Main Street, respectively; and   


WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed an appeal to its 2008 and 2009 real            property tax assessments which matters are presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the yearly assessment are $178,300 for Block 204, Lot 11 and  $3,676,200 for Block 206.01, Lot 16; and


WHEREAS, upon review of information submitted, a reduction appears appropriate; and 


WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Tax Attorney and Tax Assessor that these matters should be settled; and


WHEREAS, said settlement is in the best interest of the City of Hackensack;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that the Tax Counsel be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents which may be necessary to effectuate the settlement of litigation entitled: “90 Main Realty 1998 c/o Marcus Associates v. City of Hackensack”, Docket Nos: 001329-2008 and 004665-2009                                                                                    presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey, so that the assessment for Block 204, Lot 11 be retained without reduction for 2008 and 2009 that the assessment for Block 206.01, Lot 16 be reduced to $2,821,700 for 2008 and $2,721,700 for 2009; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing settlement is predicated upon a full waiver of any interest payable to the taxpayer on the refund pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:3-27.2  


Roll Call:  Ayes – Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                            Absent-Melfi 

NO. 151-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE


       SECONDED BY: TOWNES   
________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, 37 George Street, Inc. is the owner and taxpayer of real property designated as Block 46.03, Lot11,  known as 37 George Street; and                          


WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed an appeal to its 2008, 2009, and 2010 real                               property tax assessments which matters are presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the yearly assessment is $ 645,300; and


WHEREAS, upon review of information submitted, a reduction appears appropriate; and 


WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Tax Attorney and Tax Assessor that these matters should be settled; and


WHEREAS, said settlement is in the best interest of the City of Hackensack;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that the Tax Counsel be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents which may be necessary to effectuate the settlement of litigation entitled: “37 George Street, Inc. v. City of Hackensack” Docket Nos: 011166-2008; 016585-2009 and 020307-2010 presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey, so that the assessments be retained at $645,300 for 2008 and reduced to $605,000 for 2009 and $570,100 for 2010; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing settlement is predicated upon a full waiver of any interest payable to the taxpayer on the refund if paid within 60 days of entry of Judgment by the Tax Court.


Roll Call:  Ayes – Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                            Absent-Melfi  
NO. 152-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE


       SECONDED BY: TOWNES    
________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, Riverside Asset Associates, LLC. is the owner and taxpayer of certain real property designated as Block 429, Lot 32, known as 61 Linden Street; and   


WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed an appeal to its 2010 real                        property tax assessments which matters are presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the yearly assessment is $4,720,800; and


WHEREAS, upon review of information submitted, a reduction appears appropriate; and 


WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Tax Attorney and Tax Assessor that these matters should be settled; and


WHEREAS, said settlement is in the best interest of the City of Hackensack;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that the Tax Counsel be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents which may be necessary to effectuate the settlement of litigation entitled: “Riverside Asset Associates, LLC v. City of Hackensack”, Docket Nos: 020810-2010 presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey, so that the assessments be reduced to $3,850,000; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing settlement is predicated upon a full waiver of any interest payable to the taxpayer on the refund if paid within 60 days of entry of Judgment by the Tax Court.


Roll Call:  Ayes – Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                            Absent-Melfi  
           








NO. 153-11

OFFERED BY: LABROSSE

    
        SECONDED BY:TOWNES  
________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, Richard and Nancy Newman are the owner and taxpayer of real properties designated as Block 46.01, Lot 11 and Block 46.03, Lot 7, and                                 known as 146 Liberty Street and 44 Elizabeth Street, respectively; and   


WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed an appeal to their 2008, 2009 and 2010 real                               property tax assessments which matters are presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the yearly assessment are $421,700 for 146 Liberty Street and $601,300 for 44 Elizabeth Street; and


WHEREAS, upon review of information submitted, a reduction appears appropriate; and 


WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Tax Attorney and Tax Assessor that these matters should be settled; and


WHEREAS, said settlement is in the best interest of the City of Hackensack;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that the Tax Counsel be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents which may be necessary to effectuate the settlement of litigation entitled: “Richard C. Newman, et al. v. City of Hackensack”, Docket Nos:011156-2008; 016595-2009 and 02063-2010 presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey, so that the assessments for Block 46.01, Lot 11 (146 Liberty Street) be retained at $421,700 and 2008 and 2009 and reduced to $375,000 for 2010 and the assessment for Block 46.03, Lot 7 (44 Elizabeth Street) be reduced to $560,000 for 2008, $550,000 for 2009 and $525,000 for 2010; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing settlement is predicated upon a full waiver of any interest payable to the taxpayer on the refund if paid within 60 days of entry of Judgment by the Tax Court.


Roll Call:  Ayes – Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                            Absent-Melfi  
           








NO. 154-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE


       SECONDED BY: TOWNES    
________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, Feinsilver Partners LLC. is the owner and taxpayer of real property designated as 325-328 Essex Street, known as Block 128, Lot 44; and   


WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed an appeal to its 2009 and 2010 real                               property tax assessments which matters are presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the yearly assessment for the subject property is$1,661,000; and


WHEREAS, upon review of information submitted, a reduction appears appropriate; and 


WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Tax Attorney and Tax Assessor that these matters should be settled; and


WHEREAS, said settlement is in the best interest of the City of Hackensack;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that the Tax Counsel be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents which may be necessary to effectuate the settlement of litigation entitled: “Feinsilver Partners LLC c/o T. Bado v. City of Hackensack ”, Docket Nos. 009082-2009 and 006172-2010 presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey, so that the assessments for 2009 and 2010 be reduced to $1,250,000 for both years; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing settlement is predicated upon a full waiver of any interest payable to the taxpayer on the refund pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:3-27.2 subject to the agreement between the parties that the refund is paid within 60 days after receipt by the City of the Tax Court Judgment.


Roll Call:  Ayes – Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                            Absent-Melfi  
           








NO. 155-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE


       SECONDED BY: TOWNES   
________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, Dasa Company, LLC is the owner and taxpayer of real properties designated as 414 Hackensack Avenue, known as Block 504.02, Lot 13.02; and   


WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed an appeal to its 2010 property tax assessment which matter is presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the yearly assessment for 2010 is $7,076,600; and


WHEREAS, upon review of information submitted, a reduction appears appropriate; and 


WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Tax Attorney and Tax Assessor that these matters should be settled; and


WHEREAS, said settlement is in the best interest of the City of Hackensack;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that the Tax Counsel be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents which may be necessary to effectuate the settlement of litigation entitled: “Dasa Company LLC v. City of Hackensack”, Docket Nos: 00005545-2010 presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey, so that the 2010 assessment be reduced to $5,500,000; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing settlement is predicated upon a full waiver of any interest payable to the taxpayer on the refund pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:3-27.2 subject to the agreement between the parties that the refund is paid within 60 days after receipt by the City of the Tax Court Judgment.


Roll Call:  Ayes – Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                            Absent-Melfi  
NO. 156-11

OFFERED BY: LABROSSE



           SECONDED BY: TOWNES   
______________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, All American Ford is the owner and taxpayer of certain real property designated as Block 510, Lots 4 and 8, known as 55 Hackensack Avenue; and   


WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed an appeal to its 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 real property tax assessments which matters are presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the yearly assessment are $1,043,600 for Block 510, Lot 4 and $1,723,900 for Block 510, Lot 8; and


WHEREAS, upon review of information submitted, a reduction appears appropriate; and 


WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Tax Attorney and Tax Assessor that these matters should be settled; and


WHEREAS, said settlement is in the best interest of the City of Hackensack;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that the Tax Counsel be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents which may be necessary to effectuate the settlement of litigation entitled: “All American Ford v. City of Hackensack”, Docket Nos: 005296-2007; 001354-2008; 000065-2009 and 001302-2010 presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey, so that for 2007 the assessments for each parcel be retained with reduction and that the assessment for Block 510, Lot 4 be reduced to $1,035,600 for 2008; to $1,025,600 for 2009 and $1,205,600 for 2010 and that the assessment for Block 510, Lot 8 be reduced to $1,364,400 for 2008; for $274,400 for 2009 and $1,174,400 for 2010;and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing settlement is predicated upon a full waiver of any interest payable to the taxpayer on the refund pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:3-27.2 subject to the agreement between the parties that the refund is paid within 60 days after receipt by the City of the Tax Court Judgment.


Roll Call:  Ayes – Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                              Absent-Melfi

  









NO. 157-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE
     
                 SECONDED BY: TOWNES     

________________________________________________________________


WHEREAS, an emergency condition has arisen with respect to the need to make payments for operating expenses prior to the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, no adequate provision has been made in the 2011 temporary budget for the aforesaid purpose, and N.J.S. 40A:4-20 provides for the creation of an emergency temporary appropriation for the purpose above mentioned; and


WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary resolutions adopted in the year pursuant to the provision of N.J.S. 40A:4-20 (Chapter 96, P.L. 1951 amended) including this resolution totals $37,506,019.07.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all members therefore affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with N.J.S. 40A:4-20:

1. An emergency temporary appropriation be and the same is hereby made for:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	OTHER
	
	

	TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATION
	S&W
	
	EXPENSE
	TOTALS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Group Insurance O/E
	1-01-23-210-210-284
	
	1,000,000.00 
	
	1,000,000.00 

	Worker's Compensation O/E
	1-01-23-215-215-288
	
	25,000.00 
	
	25,000.00 

	Prior Year Bills O/E
	1-01-30-410-410-202
	
	34,040.72 
	
	34,040.72 

	Police O/E
	1-01-25-240-240-200
	
	20,000.00 
	
	20,000.00 

	Garbage and Trash O/E
	1-01-26-305-305-272
	
	15,000.00 
	
	15,000.00 

	Utilities - Gasoline
	1-01-31-460-460-200
	
	68,750.00 
	
	68,750.00 

	Fire Hydrant O/E
	1-01-31-461-461-247
	
	75,000.00 
	
	75,000.00 

	Streets & Roads O/E
	1-01-26-290-290-200
	
	10,000.00 
	
	10,000.00 

	Legal Costs O/E
	1-01-20-155-155-200
	
	120,000.00 
	
	120,000.00 

	Celebrate Public Events O/E
	1-01-30-420-420-29W
	
	5,000.00 
	
	5,000.00 

	Recreation O/E
	1-01-28-370-370-29W
	
	5,000.00 
	
	5,000.00 

	Street Cleaning O/E
	1-01-26-300-302-200
	
	5,000.00 
	
	5,000.00 

	UCC Building Inspector O/E
	1-01-22-195-195-200
	
	2,000.00 
	
	2,000.00 

	Snow Removal S&W
	1-01-26-290-291-116
	15,000.00
	
	
	
	15,000.00 

	Recycling S&W
	1-01-26-305-306-101
	15,000.00
	
	
	
	15,000.00 

	Social Security O/E
	1-01-36-472-472-29U
	
	180,000.00 
	
	180,000.00 

	Mayor & Council S&W
	1-01-20-110-110-100
	4,600.00
	
	
	
	4,600.00 

	Financial Administration S&W
	1-01-20-130-130-100
	35,000.00
	
	
	
	35,000.00 

	Tax Collector S&W
	1-01-20-145-145-100
	19,000.00
	
	
	
	19,000.00 

	Rent Stabilization Board S&W
	1-01-21-190-190-100
	650.00
	
	
	
	650.00 

	Police S&W
	1-01-25-240-240-100
	650,000.00
	
	
	
	650,000.00 

	School Crossing Guards S&W
	1-01-25-240-241-100
	30,000.00
	
	
	
	30,000.00 

	Traffic Control S&W
	1-01-25-240-242-100
	8,200.00
	
	
	
	8,200.00 

	Communication Operator S&W
	1-01-25-240-243-100
	41,000.00
	
	
	
	41,000.00 

	Fire Dept S&W
	1-01-25-265-265-100
	600,000.00
	
	
	
	600,000.00 

	Fire Official S&W
	1-01-25-265-266-100
	45,000.00
	
	
	
	45,000.00 

	Fire Alarm S&W
	1-01-25-265-267-100
	6,000.00
	
	
	
	6,000.00 

	Public Buildings & Grounds S&W
	1-01-26-130-130-100
	35,000.00
	
	
	
	35,000.00 

	DPW S&W
	1-01-26-300-300-100
	52,000.00
	
	
	
	52,000.00 

	City Garage S&W
	1-01-26-300-301-100
	5,000.00
	
	
	
	5,000.00 

	Garbage and Trash S&W
	1-01-26-305-305-100
	75,000.00
	
	
	
	75,000.00 

	Health Department S&W
	1-01-27-330-331-100
	55,000.00
	
	
	
	55,000.00 

	Human Services S&W
	1-01-27-345-345-100
	5,000.00
	
	
	
	5,000.00 

	Parks & Playgrounds S&W
	1-01-28-375-375-100
	50,000.00
	
	
	
	50,000.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grants:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	200 Club of Bergen County Grant
	1-01-41-700-000-000
	
	3,000.00 
	
	3,000.00 

	HAPADA Grant
	1-01-41-700-000-000
	
	15,759.00 
	
	15,759.00 

	HAPADA Grant local match
	1-01-41-700-000-000
	
	3,940.00 
	
	3,940.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL CURRENT FUND
	
	
	
	$1,746,450.00
	
	$1,587,489.72
	
	$3,333,939.72

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	           **GRAND TOTAL**
	
	
	
	$1,746,450.00 
	
	$1,587,489.72 
	
	$3,333,939.72 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


2. That said emergency appropriation will be provided for in the 2011 operating budget in full.

3. That three certified copies of this resolution be filed with the Director of Local Government Services.

 
Roll Call – Ayes: Labrosse, Towne, Meneses, Sasso

                             Absent-Melfi   
NO. 158-11

OFFERED BY: LABROSSE


      SECONDED BY: TOWNES  
_______________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, there were 554 motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey in 2010; and


WHEREAS, a large percentage of the motor vehicle occupants killed in traffic crashes were not wearing a safety belt; and

WHEREAS, use of a safety belt remains the most effective way to avoid death or serious injury in a motor vehicle crash; and


WHEREAS, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that 135,000 lives were saved by safety belt usage nationally between 1975-2000; and


WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey will participate in the nationwide Click It or Ticket safety belt mobilization from May 23 – June 5, 2011 in an effort to raise awareness and increase safety belt usage through a combination of enforcement and education; and


WHEREAS, the Division of Highway Traffic Safety has set a goal of increasing the safety belt usage rate in the state from the current level of 93.73% to 100%; and


WHEREAS, a further increase in safety belt usage in New Jersey will save lives on our roadways;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Hackensack declares it’s support for the Click It or Ticket safety belt mobilization both locally and nationally from May 23 – June 5, 2011 and pledges to increase awareness of the mobilization and the benefits of safety belt use.

Roll Call:  Ayes- Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                 Absent-Melfi   

NO. 159-11
OFFERED BY: MENESES



      SECONDED BY: TOWNES  
_______________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, on July 11, 2006, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack (the “Mayor and Council”) adopted a Resolution requesting that the Planning Board of the City of Hackensack investigate whether the properties located within two adjacent city blocks between Main Street and Church/Moore Streets, and between East Atlantic Street and Washington Place be designated an area in need of redevelopment and the properties to be studied were listed as Lots 1, 2, 2.01, 3, 4 through 7, and 8 in Block 205, and Lots 5, 6, 7, 8 through 10, 12, 11, 14, 15, and 16 in Block 206.01 on the Tax Map of the City of Hackensack, and consisted of a mix of vacant lots and industrial and commercial uses, as well as a limited number of residential dwellings (the “Study Area”); and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board in compliance with the notice and hearing requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6, held public hearings on the matter on December 13, 2006, August 22, 2007, September 27, 2007, October 11, 2007, November 8, 2007, December 4, 2007, January 10, 2008, and January 24, 2008; and 

WHEREAS, the hearings were properly advertised and noticed in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the aforementioned hearings, the Planning Board adopted a Resolution on February 13, 2008 recommending that Lots 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 in Block 205, and Lots 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 in Block 206.01 be designated as an area in need of redevelopment as these properties met the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 as more specifically set forth in the Planning Board’s Resolution; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board further recommended that Lots 1, 2, 2.01 and 3 in Block 205, and Lots 5, 6, 14, 15, and 16 in Block 206.01 did not satisfy the criteria for designation of an area in need of redevelopment because these properties did not meet the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 as more specifically set forth in the Planning Board’s Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board further recommended that the Mayor and Council authorize the Planning Board to prepare a redevelopment plan (the “Redevelopment Plan”) setting forth, as appropriate, (a) local objectives as to appropriate land uses, density of population, improved traffic and public transportation, public utilities, recreational and community facilities and other public improvements; (b) proposed land uses and building requirements in the project area; (c) adequate provision for the temporary and permanent relocation, as necessary, of residents in the project area; and (d) identification of any property within the redevelopment area which is proposed to be acquired in accordance with the redevelopment plan and any significant relationship of the redevelopment plan to the master plans of contiguous municipalities or the County of Bergen, or the development plan or redevelopment plan of the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board further recommended that the Mayor and Council consider  whether the vacation of Bridge Street would create a more effective redevelopment plan, since the street bisects the properties recommended as meeting the criteria for designation as an area-in-need of redevelopment, and therefore be necessary for the effective redevelopment of the area as a whole; and 


WHEREAS, by Resolution dated August 5, 2008, the City Council adopted the Planning Board’s recommendations which prompted 62-64 Main Street, LLC and 59-61 Moore Street, LLC to instituted an action in lieu of prerogative writs against the Mayor, City Council and Planning Board on September 8, 2008 in the Superior Court; and 


WHEREAS, the action in lieu of prerogative writs was bifurcated by the court which first adjudicated the notice issues asserted by the plaintiffs and these notice issues were eventually addressed by the Superior Court, Appellate Division in an unreported decision dated January 14, 2011 where the Appellate Division found that the Planning Board’s notice was not defective, and that the City Council had the right to withdraw its August 5, 2008 resolution as an appropriate corrective or remedial action permitted by N.JS.A. 10:4-15 when confronted with evidence of a violation of the Open Public Meetings Act; and 


WHEREAS, as a result of the decision of the Appellate Division, the trial court has scheduled a case management conference before Judge Conti on March 21, 2011 to address the remainder of the Plaintiffs claims; and 


WHEREAS, notice of this meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack has been made in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.


 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack hereby accepts and adopts the recommendation of the Planning Board as set forth in the Resolution adopted February 13, 2008 and hereby designates Lots 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 in Block 205, and Lots 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 in Block 206.01 as an area in need of redevelopment because these properties satisfy the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 for the reasons more specifically described in the Planning Board’s February 13, 2008 resolution; and it is

FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mayor and Council hereby accepts and adopts the recommendation of the Planning Board as set forth in the Resolution adopted February 13, 2008 and determines that Lots 1, 2, 2.01 and 3 in Block 205, and Lots 5, 6, 14, 15, and 16 in Block 206.01 do not satisfy the criteria for designation of an area in need of redevelopment because these properties do not meet the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 for the reasons more specifically described in the Planning Board’s Resolution; and it is 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the preparation of a redevelopment plan for this area in need of redevelopment shall consider the Planning Board’s recommendation as to whether the vacation of Bridge Street would create a more effective redevelopment plan, since the street bisects the properties; and it is

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to the Commissioner of Community Affairs in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6(b)(5).


FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby directed to forward the notice of official action, in the form attached hereto in compliance with the notice requirements of Harrison v. DeRose, 398 N.J. Super. 361 (App. Div. 2008).

A copy of this Resolution shall be kept on file in the office of the Mayor and Council.  A copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Planning Board of the City of Hackensack.

Roll Call:   Ayes- Townes, Meneses, Sasso 

                  Absent-Melfi

                   Abstain-Labrosse            

   NO. 160–11

OFFERED BY: LABROSSE   

              SECONDED BY: TOWNES ______________________________________________________________________

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the proper officers be and are hereby authorized to make the following refunds for the reasons stated:

AMOUNT
BLOCK
LOT


NAME


YEAR
       REASON


$   1,185.00
336
23,C203B
Core Logic


2009   Duplicate pymt

     1,419.00
341
  8,C011A
Core Logic


2009
      “            “

     1,351.00
343
14,C006G
Elizabeth Anitori

2009          “            “

     2,317.00
556
   104.01
Core Logic


2009          “            “

     2,116.00
341
38,C0275
Deepak & Seema D.J. Jogani
2011 
      “            “

        996.75
452
24,C006G
Hudson City Savings Bank
2009
      “            “

     2,037.00
69
   12

Steven P. Ross, Attorney 

Trust Acct.For Andres Tineo
2009
      “            “









  



Roll Call - Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                            Absent-Melfi   

NO.  161-11
OFFERED BY: LABROSSE 


       SECONDED BY: TOWNES    

________________________________________________________________

 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the following organizations be granted permission to conduct a Raffle in accordance with the applications on file in the office of the City Clerk:

RA: 1957
Holy Trinity RC Church

RA: 1958
Holy Trinity RC Church

RA: 1959
Holy Trinity RC Church

RA: 1960
Holy Trinity RC Church
 

Roll Call - Ayes: Labrosse, Townes, Meneses, Sasso

                 Absent-Melfi   

Mayor Sasso spoke about the 60th anniversary celebration of the Lodi/Hackensack Boys and Girls Club and said that Mr. Lo Iacono had received a lifetime achievement award.  The Mayor said that it was a very positive program. 

A motion was made by Councilman Labrosse and seconded by Councilman Townes to open the meeting to the public. Mayor Sasso reminded the public of the five minute rule and asked everyone to be cognizant and follow proper rules of decorum, respect and civility.

 Emil Canestrino, 37 Brook Street, said that the Board of Education now televises their meetings and asked if the City Council will consider doing the same.  Mayor Sasso said that it hasn’t been discussed lately.  Mr. Canestrino also spoke about legal bills going over one million dollars and asked if Eric Bernstein is still with the City.  He also asked if anyone questions the legal bills and Mr. Zisa said that not just Mr. Bernstein is working on these cases, but also Phil George and another attorney.  Mr. Canestrino also questioned payments to Mr. Calo totaling $100,000 now and Mr. Lo Iacono said that he is special counsel for the Police Department.

Richard Gelber, Clinton Place, said that one year ago Mr. Lo Iacono had reported that all street lights would be changed and asked if Mr. Lo Iacono had the figures on this.  Mr. Gelber also said that the televising of meetings would be at no cost to the City and he spoke about the Anderson Street and West Railroad property and said that the building is a shambles.  He asked why a Wickersheim Plumbing sign was on the property and Mr. Lo Iacono said that he would go there and look in the morning.  Mr. Gelber asked if the Mayor and Council are provided with Blue Cross/Blue Shield benefits and Mr. Lo Iacono said yes, if they choose to have it. Mr. Lo Iacono also advised that the DPW operates eighteen hours a day, from 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 midnight and that the Boys and Girls Club should be having a ribbon cutting within the next sixty days.

Michael Monaghan, questioned Resolution No. 159-11.

Debbie Labrosse spoke about legal bills and said that Mr. Malagiere is part of almost every other case.  She said that the only checks written to him last year were for planning and zoning board work.  Mrs. Labrosse asked how much over a million dollars had been spent on legal fees and asked why Mr. Malagiere had held all of his bills until this year.  She also asked if we are current on all legal fees and she asked the Council to discuss filming the meetings.  

Regina DiPasqua, said that Mr. Canestrino had asked if anyone reviews the legal bills and that while looking at the check register she had found some duplicate bills.   She said that the Clerk had sent her confirmation that Boswell Engineering had returned the money but that it shouldn’t ever have been paid.  Ms. DiPasqua also asked the Council to consider filming the meetings.  She said that last night there had been some discussion with reference to the DOT closing the Summit Avenue bridge to perform work and requested a neighborhood meeting about traffic going through the streets.  

Brian Hendricks, 20 Spring Valley Avenue, said that he had put in for a temporary handicapped sticker and that he was informed that none are being issued because we don’t have a police chief.  He said that he had been referred to the City Manager but hadn’t been able to see him.  Mr. Lo Iacono said that the signature issue has been handled.

Virginia Franco, Madison Street, spoke about the neighborhood in the Fairmount section near the Quik Chek and said that the kids are rambunctious and outrageous.  She said that more patrolling needs to be done in that area and that there are a lot of seniors in same.  Mr. Lo Iacono will check to see if there were any complaints in the area.

Len Nix asked if the next time we discuss the budget is when the Council will be voting on it and Mayor Sasso said yes, on May 3, 2011.  Mr. Nix said that nothing gets discussed, the five minute rule is stupid and that he would love to have all of the Council removed.  He said that the town is corrupt and that everyone gets hired from Lodi because the City Manager is from Lodi.  Mr. Nix asked how the asbestos had been cleaned up at a particular site and said that there had been a mismanagement of funds.  He made references to employees being corrupt and incompetent and said that the Mayor should step down.  He also spoke about billboards, the Fairmount meeting being a total joke, the police department, Mr. Zisa’s laughing, the stupid newspaper, etc. and that it makes him sick to come to meetings.  

As no one else wished to be heard, a motion was made by Deputy Meneses and seconded by Councilman Townes to close the meeting to the public.

 As Mr. Nix was leaving the Council Chambers he was asking the police officer to shoot him a couple of times and said that the meetings are a joke.

Mr. Lo Iacono announced that he had been in contact with the DOT and that they hade promised to have another information session if they decide to totally close the Summit Avenue bridge.

Mr. Zisa said that at least one of our attorneys files a lot of bills from last year now and the question of whether or not the City can get them to get their bills in early.  Mayor Sasso said that this was a valid point and this has never been faced before.

Councilman Labrosse said that the Council should revisit and discuss televising meetings as it would be a positive thing for the City and could be positive for the Council.

Mr. Zisa asked if he had been disrespectful to Ms. DiPasqua and she said no.

        A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Meneses and seconded by Councilman Labrosse to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 p.m.




_________________________________





Mayor Karen K. Sasso
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Councilman Michael R. Melfi
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Councilman John P. Labrosse

_____________________________

Debra Heck, City Clerk
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