The Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hackensack was held at City Hall, 65 Central Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey, on Monday, December 2, 2002 at 8:00 P.M.

Mayor Zisa called the meeting to order and asked everyone to stand for the flag salute.

     The Mayor then asked Ms. D’Auria to call the roll. 

Present – Councilmen Roger B. Mattei and Jesus R. Galvis, Deputy Mayor Mark A. Stein, Councilwoman Juanita Trammell, Mayor John F. Zisa, City Manager, James S. Lacava, Acting City Clerk Debra A. D’Auria and City Attorney Richard E. Salkin.

     Ms. D’Auria:  "In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, Laws of l975 adequate notice of this meeting was provided by sending a notice to the Record and by posting a copy on the Bulletin Board in City Hall".

  
Mayor Zisa called for a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held November 18th, 2002.


Motion offered by Councilman Mattei and seconded by           Councilwoman Trammell that the minutes be approved as submitted. Carried.


FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 21-2002 ENTITLED: “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF $682,500 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO HUDSON STREET IN AND FOR THE CITY OF HACKENSACK AND APPROPRIATING $682,500 THEREFOR, INCLUDING $100,000 IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS, $40,000 IN A BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE GRANT AND $300,000 EXPECTED TO BE RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $650,000 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK TO FINANCE THE SAME”


Mayor Zisa:  “This ordinance has been advertised according to law and now calls for a public hearing, will someone so move?”


Motion offered by Councilman Stein, seconded by Councilman Mattei that there be a public hearing.  Carried


Mayor Zisa:  “Is there anyone who would like to be heard concerning this ordinance?”  Eric Martindale of 100 Second Street questioned how much of Hudson Street would be included in this ordinance and Mayor Zisa replied that the improvement area will stretch from Kansas Street south, as far as funds allow, however, it is hoped that the improvements will stretch all of the way to Lafayette Street.  Mr. Martindale also questioned whether the residents will have any input on the project.  The Mayor stated that the plans for the project are currently being prepared by the architect and that if anyone has any recommendations they should be made to the Council at this time.  


Motion offered by Councilman Galvis, seconded by Councilwoman Trammell that the public hearing be closed.  Carried

RESOLUTION #355      OFFERED BY:  MATTEI     SECONDED BY:  STEIN


BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 21-2002 ENTITLED:  “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF $682,500 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO HUDSON STREET IN AND FOR THE CITY OF HACKENSACK AND APPROPRIATING $682,500 THEREFOR, INCLUDING $100,000 IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS $40,000 IN A BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE GRANT AND $300,000 EXPECTED TO BE RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $650,000 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK TO FINANCE THE SAME”, pass its second and final reading and is hereby adopted.


Roll Call: Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa

RESOLUTION #356      OFFERED BY:  TRAMMELL   SECONDED BY:  GALVIS

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the proper officers be and are hereby authorized to make the following refunds for the reason stated: 

  AMOUNT    BLOCK   LOT            NAME                  YEAR      REASON 

$ 1,526.00   589    19     H&E Telephone Credit Union   2002      ERR PMT

  1,080.00   343   14C001C Koutsevol, Anatoli & 

                           Miroshnichenko, N.            2002       “   “

  1,495.65   17     7      394 Washington Avenue LLC     2001       “   “

     53.99   17    10C002A Moolchan, Kousiliya           2001       “   “    

    585.00   30     32     Wysocki, Kazmier & Mary       2001       “   “

    258.21   36G    16     Macaraig, Pedrosa M.          2001       “   “

     71.69   40     1      Polanco, Marcos & Fernando    2001       “   “

    147.56   40     5      Vasquez,Jose & Garcia,Moises  2001       “   “

    100.00   61A    1B     Chessari, Frank & Mary        2001       “   “

  1,686.75   78     45     Hobart Enterprises            2001       “   “

    125.00   117    28     Carollo, Angelo & Angelina    2001       “   “

    740.03   201    5A     Alpert, Jay & Mento, Arthur   2001       “   “

  1,104.68   201    6        “      “      “      “      2001       “   “

     55.76   237   2BC0007 Diaz, Franco                  2001       “   “

    160.28   238   8,C003F Concepcion, Kristin A.        2001       “   “

     37.39   238   8,C14E2 Burns, Crystal                2001       “   “

     41.83   321   1,C004A Azurdia, Elma L.              2001       “   “

    151.65   344    6B     Oliveti,Manuel V.

                            & S. Jacqueline              2001       “   “

    128.75   423    8      Dominquez, Pedro & Gina       2001       “   “

    111.23   434    20     Merriweather, Vera &

                            Bishop, Doris                2001       “   “

    163.67   441   14C0014 Khan, Humaira                 2001       “   “

     30.00   443   24C0045 Shahsamand, M. Reza &

                            Nassiry, Diana               2001       “   “

     73.08   511    10     Marselena Realty c/o

                            Calasarda Realty             2001       “   “

     43.26   518   47C0001 Lee, Melinda                  2001       “   “

     42.60   518   47C0010 Ribaudo, Karen                2001       “   “

     11.63   567    2B     Lyback, James M. & Diane      2001       “   “

    164.58   570   20C003A Veselinovic, Aleksandra       2001       “   “

     76.32   574    29     Pietras, Grzegorz & Elicia    2001       “   “

    117.42   576    5      Bitetto, Frank & Darlene      2001       “   “

    113.11   595    1      Fader, Marie                  2001       “   “

  1,324.00   458    33     Bryan, Mario S. & 

                            Diana, Saavedra              2002       “   “

    250.00   605A   8      LoPresti, Irma            2002    Sen. Citizen 

$30.00 to Melissa Povis, 26H Cambridge Terrace, refund for “Art Ed” program child did not attend.

$7.00 to Domenica Ferro, 103 Page Avenue, Apt. #3, Lyndhurst, NJ 07071 for birth record, collected in error.

Roll Call:  Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa 

RESOLUTION #357     OFFERED BY:  TRAMMELL      SECONDED BY:  GALVIS

WHEREAS, the Public Health Priority Funding Act of 1977 provides for participation of local health agencies and makes available financial aid to assist such agencies; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack has established and maintains a program of recognized public health activities and meets the minimum standards of performance as prescribed by the Public Health Council in accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Health Department qualified for Public Health Priority Funding for the period of January 1, 2003 through December 31, 2003. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that John G. Christ, Health Officer of the City of Hackensack, is authorized to make application to the New Jersey State Department of Health and Senior Services for Public Health Priority Funding for the period January 1, 2003 through December 31, 2003.


Roll Call:  Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa 

RESOLUTION #358    OFFERED BY:  GALVIS      SECONDED BY:  STEIN


WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack wishes to purchase six 2003 Crown Victoria police vehicles for the Police Department from an authorized vendor of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program 1-NJCP; and


WHEREAS, the purchase of goods and services by local contracting units is authorized by the Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.40A:11-12; and


WHEREAS, Winner Ford, 250 Haddonfield-Berlin Road, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034 has been awarded New Jersey State Contract #A45069 for Police Vehicles expires August 31, 2003; and


WHEREAS, the Chief of Police recommends and the Director of Purchasing concurs the utilization of this contract on the grounds that Winner Ford represents the best price available; and


WHEREAS, the actual cost for this purchase of these vehicles is $123,528.00; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds for this contract Purchase Order #131623 and #131624;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Hackensack that Winner Ford be awarded the contract for the purchase of six Police Vehicles.

Roll Call:  Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa 

RESOLUTION #359     OFFERED BY:  TRAMMELL      SECONDED BY:  MATTEI

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack has received funds from the New Jersey Department of Transportation for improvement of Church Street/Moore Street from Court Street to East Mercer Street in the City of Hackensack; and

WHEREAS, the agreement executed between the City of Hackensack and the New Jersey Department of Transportation set a date of December 18, 2002, for the award of a contract for this work; and

WHEREAS, the City has requested and received from the New Jersey Department of Transportation an extension of time for the award of a contract on this project to March 31, 2003; and 

WHEREAS, due to the replacement of the New York Susquehanna and Western Railroad Bridge over River Street, Moore Street will be utilized as a primary detour route for River Street traffic as well as an access route for construction vehicles it is not practical to undertake any road improvements until that project is substantially complete; and

WHEREAS, based on the Contractor’s schedule the New York Susquehanna and western Railroad Bridge replacement project will  be completed by the early fall of 2003.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that they hereby request from the New Jersey Department of Transportation, an extension of time for award of a contract on said project to December 31, 2003.

Roll Call:  Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa  

RESOLUTION #360     OFFERED BY:  MATTEI      SECONDED BY:  TRAMMELL

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack has received funds from the New Jersey Department of Transportation for improvement to Green Street from Essex Street to the Township of South Hackensack border; and

WHEREAS, the agreement executed between the City of Hackensack and the New Jersey Department of Transportation set a date of December 11, 2002, for the award of a contract for this work; and

WHEREAS, due to problems with the timing of the funding ordinance for this project the City will be unable to award a contract by this date,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that they hereby request from the New Jersey Department of Transportation, an extension of time for award of a contract on said project to August 31, 2003.

Roll Call:  Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa 

RESOLUTION #361     OFFERED BY:  TRAMMELL    SECONDED BY:  GALVIS


BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the Tax Collector be and is hereby authorized to transfer an overpayment of 2001 taxes in the amount of $1,155.23 on Block 446, Lot 3A  to 2002 unpaid taxes as per the property owner, Dianne Nelson.  

Roll Call:  Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa 

RESOLUTION #362    OFFERED BY:   MATTEI       SECONDED BY: TRAMMELL

WHEREAS, Gunther Metsch and Joachim Taube are the owners and taxpayers of certain real property designated as Block 230, Lots 3.B and 12.A, known as 200 Beech Street and 199 Atlantic Street, respectively; and

WHEREAS, the taxpayers filed appeals to their 2000 and 2001 real property tax assessments which matters are presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the yearly assessments are $456,900 on Lot 3.B and $23,100 on Lot 12.A; and

WHEREAS, upon review of information submitted, a reduction appears appropriate for both parcels; and

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Tax Attorney and Tax Assessor that these matters should be settled; and

WHEREAS, said settlement is in the best interest of the City of Hackensack;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that the Tax Counsel be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents, including requests for the application of the Freeze Act (N.J.S.A. 54:51A-8), which may be necessary to effectuate the settlement of litigation entitled “Gunther Metsch & Joachim Taube v. Hackensack City”, Docket Nos: 002831-00 and 002494-01, presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey, so that the assessment be reduced to $431,900 on Lot 3.B with the assessment on Lot 12.A being retained at $23,100; and

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing settlement is predicated upon a full waiver of any interest payable to the taxpayer on the refund.

Roll Call:  Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa  

RESOLUTION #363,  OFFERED BY:   MATTEI      SECONDED BY:  GALVIS

WHEREAS, Industrialand Associates is the owner of certain real property designated as Block 504.A, Lot 14.N located on Commerce Way; and 

WHEREAS, the owner has filed an appeal to its 2000 and 2001  property tax assessments, which matters are presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the assessments for the subject property is $265,000; and

WHEREAS, upon review of information submitted, a reduction appears appropriate; and

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Tax Attorney and Tax Assessor that these matters should be settled; and

WHEREAS, said settlement is in the best interests of the City of Hackensack;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that the Tax Counsel be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents, including requests for the application of the Freeze Act (N.J.S.A. 54:51A-8), which may be necessary to effectuate the settlement of litigation entitled “Industrialand Associates v. City of Hackensack”, Docket Nos: 002603-00 and 003543-01 presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey reducing the assessment for each year on appeal to $165,000.00; and

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing settlement is predicated upon a full waiver of any interest payable to the taxpayer on the refund.


Roll Call:  Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa

RESOLUTION #364     OFFERED BY:  MATTEI       SECONDED BY: STEIN

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the bills in the following accounts be and are hereby ordered paid:

 Current Account                         $    6,682,887.75

      Capital Account                                 78,189.86

 Public Parking System Account                   15,814.04 

 Payroll Agency Account                         213,133.73

 State Unemployment Insurance                    47,035.09



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said bills are on file as a public record in the office of the Chief Financial Officer.

Roll Call:  Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa

RESOLUTION #365     OFFERED BY:  STEIN    SECONDED BY:  TRAMMELL

WHEREAS, various Year 2002 bills have been presented for payment this year, which bills were not covered by Year 2002 Budget Appropriations; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-58 provides that amounts in excess of appropriations over and above the amounts deemed to be necessary to fulfill the purpose of such appropriations may be transferred to appropriations deemed to be insufficient during the last two months of the year;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the transfers in the amount of $441,000.00 be made between the Year 2002 Budget Appropriations as follows: 

       ACCOUNT TITLE                   FROM             TO
     Tax Assessor O/E               $5,000.00   

      Administrative O/E                            $5,000.00     

Financial Admin O/E               500.00

      Financial Admin S/W                              500.00

     Tax Assessor O/E                  500.00            

 
 Tax Collector S/W                                500.00

Tax Assessor O/E                2,000.00

 Tax Collector O/E                              2,000.00

Street Cleaning S/W             8,000.00

 Planning Board O/E                             8,000.00

Sanitary Landfill O/E         200,000.00

Salary Adjustment S/W         100,000.00

      Fire Department S/W                          300,000.00


School Crossing Guards S/W      5,000.00


 School Crossing Guards O/E                     5,000.00


Community Dev Consul O/E        5,000.00                

      Inspection of Buildings                        5,000.00

     Shade Tree S/W                 10,000.00

      Recreation O/E                                10,000.00


Celebration Public Events S/W   5,000.00


 Celebration Public Events O/E                  5,000.00

Police S/W                    100,000.00

 Accum Wages All Depts                        100,000.00

                             ___________     ___________

             Total           $441,000.00     $441,000.00

     Roll Call: Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa                        
RESOLUTION #366       OFFERED BY:  MATTEI      SECONDED BY:  GALVIS

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 22-2002 ENTITLED:  "REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REFUNDING OF CERTAIN UNFUNDED PENSION LIABILITIES OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $1,050,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,050,000 BONDS OF THE LOCAL UNIT FOR FINANCING THE COST THEREOF”. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the above ordinance, being Ordinance No. 22-2002 as introduced, does now pass on first reading and that said Ordinance shall be considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on December 16th, 2002 at 8:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached at the regular meeting place of the City Council and at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance and that the City Clerk be and she is hereby authorized and directed to publish said Ordinance according to law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said Ordinance will be further considered for final passage.

Roll Call:  Ayes –  Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa

RESOLUTION #367     OFFERED BY:  STEIN     SECONDED BY:  TRAMMELL


WHEREAS, in accordance with one or more of P.L.1991, c.229, P.L.1991, c.230, P.L.1993, c.138, P.L.1993, c.181, P.L.1993, c.99, and P.L. 1999, c.59, the City of Hackensack (the “Local Unit”), in the County of Bergen (the “County”), New Jersey adopted an early retirement incentive program (collectively, the “ERI Programs”) for eligible employees covered by, as applicable, the Public Employee Retirement System, Police and Firemen Retirement System or other applicable retirement system (collectively, the “Pension System”) and as a result created an unfunded liability within the applicable Pension System that would otherwise have been retired by annual payments made by the Local Unit to the applicable Pension system through the year 2021 (the “Gross Unfunded ERI Liability”);


WHEREAS, P.L. 2002, c.42, enacted into law by the State of New Jersey (the “State”) on July 12, 2002 (the “ERI” Refunding Law”), permits local government units, including the Local Unit, that participated in the ERI Programs to sell refunding bonds in accordance with the Local Bond Law, constituting Chapter 169 of the Pamphlet Laws of 1960 of the State, as amended and supplemented (the “Local Bond Law”), to retire the present value of the Gross Unfunded ERI Liability;


WHEREAS, the present value of the Local Unit’s Gross Unfunded ERI Liability (the “Unfunded ERI Liability”) has been established by the State’s Division of Pensions and Benefits;


WHEREAS, THE local Unit is issuing its general obligation local unit refunding bond (the “Local Unit Refunding Bond”) to raise sufficient funds for the Local Unit to retire the Local Unit’s Gross Unfunded ERI Liability through a one time, up front payment in the amount of the Unfunded ERI Liability;


WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:2-51 of the Local Bond Law and other applicable law, the Local Unit must make application to the Local Finance Board for said Local Finance Board’s approval of the Local Unit’s refunding bond ordinance authorizing the issuance of the Local Unit Refunding Bond in the manner required by Local Bond Law prior to final adoption thereof;


NOW, THEEFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the Local Unit as follows:


Section 1.  The Local Unit believing that said proposed ordinance authorizes obligations for a purpose for which obligations are permitted by the Local Bond Law and that the Local Unit’s application to the Local Finance Board for its consent shows:

(a) it is in the public interest to accomplish such purpose,

(b) said purpose or improvements are for the health, welfare, convenience or betterment of the inhabitants of the Local Unit,

(c) the amounts to be expended for each such purpose or improvements are not unreasonable or exorbitant, 

(d) the proposal is an efficient and feasible means of providing services for the needs of the inhabitants of the Local Unit and will not create an undue financial burden to be placed upon the Local Unit.

The application to the Local Finance Board is hereby approved by the Local Unit, and the representatives of the Local Unit are hereby authorized to prepare and deliver such application.

Section 2.  The Clerk of the Local Unit be and is hereby directed to prepare and file a certified copy of said proposed ordinance after passage on first reading with the Local Finance Board as a part of such application.

Section 3.  The Local Finance Board is hereby respectfully requested to consider such application and to record by resolution its approvals as provided in said subsection of the Local Bond Law and to endorse its consent upon a certified copy of said ordinance as passed on first reading.

Roll Call:  Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa

RESOLUTION #368      OFFERED BY:  TRAMMELL      SECONDED BY:  STEIN

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that Michael J. D’Arminio be, and hereby is reappointed to the position of Commissioner of the Housing Authority for the City of Hackensack.

Roll Call:  Ayes – Mattei, Galvis, Trammell, Stein, Zisa 

Ms. D’Auria advised the Mayor that the docket was completed.  The Mayor thanked her and asked the City Manager, City Attorney and members of the Council if they had anything to report.  Deputy Mayor Stein reported that the “Christmas Caper” will be performed at the Hackensack Cultural Arts Center on December 12 – 15, 2002 and December 19 – 21, 2002.  Tickets are on sale and can be ordered by calling the Cultural Arts Center.  The Deputy Mayor encouraged everyone to come out and see the play.  Mayor Zisa reminded everyone that this Friday is the annual tree lighting ceremony at the Green.  This event is co-sponsored with the Chamber of Commerce and the Hackensack High School Chorale Group will perform.

The Mayor opened the meeting to the public for discussion of City business. 

Carol Carr, a resident of Hackensack, advised the Council that her granddaughter attends the State Street School and that she would like to be able to ride the shuttle bus prior to 4:00 each day which is the current time when students are permitted on the bus.  The Mayor advised that the shuttle bus was set up for commuters and to provide transportation in an effort to reduce vehicular auto traffic, but that he was pleased to see that school children could use the shuttle, especially for after school programs.  He also advised that there was no problem in the beginning, however, problems have arisen with supervision.  Some of the children who were riding the bus were not behaving properly.  The Mayor stated that he would speak with others to come up with a plan to allow the children on the bus but in a supervised manner.  He had previously spoken to the Superintendent of Schools with reference to disorder on the bus and a suggestion had been made to go through the PTA to have volunteers ride the buses as supervisors.  Ms. Carr suggested that the bus drivers should have the responsibility of overseeing the children and that parents who are willing to do so should write a note to the school guaranteeing that they will take responsibility for any inappropriate behavior on the part of their child and that the school could then issue the child a pass which could be revoked if the child misbehaved on the bus.  

Eric Martindale, 100 Second Street, stated that he was glad that he had let the other people speak before him since he has endorsed the shuttle bus in the past and feels it is a good idea to have monitors or passes.  He also questioned what he feels is a zoning violation on Second and Atlantic (the Medical Center construction yard).  Mr. Salkin advised that it is not a violation of the zoning ordinance, but that the Medical Center must seek an addendum to the developer’s agreement that they have with the City. Mr. Martindale also had questions with reference to the Downtown Market Analysis and Strategy report which had been prepared by the Hackensack Economic Development Commission in 1998 and he will contact the Mayor to set up an appointment to discuss same.

Larry Riley, Hiller’s Block Watch, also came to speak about the shuttle bus.  Mr. Riley stated that he agrees that the shuttle bus helps people going to work but that it is not necessary to stop at the train station because train commuters are not using the shuttle.  He also stated that the bus drivers are running the buses, in that they decide who they let on the buses.  He advised that he had an incident with one driver who refused to stop at one of the designated stops.  Mayor Zisa suggested that Mr. Riley speak with Mr. Lacava and give him as detailed of a report as possible in an attempt to review the performance of the drivers.  Mr. Riley also stated that some drivers do not stop at the railroad crossings and that it might be a savings for the City to employ its own drivers.  The problem of excessive breakdowns was also addressed.  

Jack Donovan, Willow Avenue, spoke with reference to the woods across from Coles Brook and the condition of same.  He requested that the City Attorney take the matter over and force the Bergen Mall to put the property in a better condition or possibly turn same into a conservation area.  

Geneva Youngblood, 221 Hamilton Place, explained a problem she has been having with reference to the installation of a new driveway between her house and her neighbor’s house.  Ms. Youngblood stated that she had an appointment to meet with Joe Mellone, however, he failed to keep this appointment and it is her opinion that the City is in need of a full time zoning officer.  Mayor Zisa stated that it is the City’s desire to share the services of a zoning officer with another community in an attempt to cut costs.  


Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Stein, seconded by Councilwoman Trammell that the meeting be adjourned.  Carried (9:25 p.m.)

                           __________________________

                                MAYOR JOHN F. ZISA

                                _____________________________ 

                                DEPUTY MAYOR MARK STEIN







  ____________________________

                                COUNCILWOMAN JUANITA TRAMMELL

                                ___________________________

                                COUNCILMAN JESUS R. GALVIS

                                ___________________________

                                COUNCILMAN ROGER B. MATTEI

ATTEST:

________________________

   ACTING CITY CLERK

