Mayor Melfi called the meeting to order and the City Clerk, Debra Heck, stated: “In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on the Bulletin Board in City Hall.” 

 The City Clerk called the roll:

Present – Mayor Michael R. Melfi, Deputy Mayor Marlin G. Townes, Jr., Councilwoman Karen K. Sasso, Councilman Charles P. McAuliffe, Councilman Jorge E. Meneses, City Attorney Joseph C. Zisa and City Manager Stephen Lo Iacono. 

Mayor Melfi asked everyone to stand for the flag salute.

A motion was made by Councilman Meneses and seconded by Councilman McAuliffe to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2008, June 20, 2008 and July 1, 2008 meetings.  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sasso and seconded by Councilman McAuliffe to open the meeting to the public.  Mayor Melfi reminded everyone about the five minute rule and asked them to refrain from yelling out.

Howard Williams, 316 Passaic Street, spoke about the 1988 decision to privitize the Sanitation Department and the fact that it had been political in nature.  He advised that the Council decided not to go along with this plan.  He also spoke about an article in the Record with reference to the construction of a cancer center and questioned whether Vanguard is a subcontractor for the hospital.  He also questioned whether the City receives a grant from homeland security.

Frances Trainor, 277 Prospect Avenue, said that she has been a resident of the City for 25 years and that she is opposed to the change in EMS service.  She questioned why the matter can’t be put to a referendum and presented the Council with a petition.

Erwin Kramer, 185 Prospect Avenue, stated that he had suffered a major heart attack on March 10, 2008 and he is alive today due to the efforts of the EMS members.  

Arlene Schatz, 137 Liberty Street, stated that she would like to poll the Council about a matter, however the Mayor denied her request.

Timothy Reilly, 440 Hudson Street, stated that his family has been in Hackensack since the 1700’s and that he is a former EMT.  He also stated that Hackensack has the most professional EMTs and that they should be expanded.

Buelah Carr, 62 Green Street, stated that she has lived in Hackensack for sixty years and that she holds the paramedics in high esteem.

Stephanie Morosco, 325 Sutton Avenue, stated that she expects Hackensack Fire Department EMTs to come to her aid, not some low bidder.  She also stated that it is not up to the Council to put her life in jeopardy.

Ron Hilliard, 196 Stanley Place, stated that his son Aaron is on the Fire Department and that he trains the EMTs.  He also stated that he has had serious medical problems, as well as his ninety-five year old mother, and that he has always been pleased with the service provided by the EMTs.

Vera Hilliard, 196 Stanley Place, mother of Firefighter Aaron Hilliard, stated that the EMTs have always responded to her home within a few minutes and that they have a high degree of competency.

Blanche Stuart, 252 Third Street, stated that she underwent brain surgery in January and suffered a seizure in March.  She also stated that the EMTs are well trained professionals and that you can’t look at saving money when lives are involved.  She asked the Council to reconsider their position.

Karen Kleinman, 277 Prospect Avenue, stated that the EMTs have saved a good amount of lives in the building where she lives.

Pierre Gaillard, 260 Standish Avenue, questioned whether certain hospital properties are taxable.

Marlena Graef, 280 Prospect Avenue, stated that she has lived in Hackensack for thirty-eight years and that she has no problem with paying taxes for the EMTs.  She also suggested that the matter be put to a referendum.

Van Harris Pierre, resident of Hackensack for thirty years, stated that the EMTs had responded seven times to transport his wife to the hospital and that he is eternally grateful to them for their professional manner.

Margaret Padovano, 146 Hobart Street, stated that she has lived in Hackensack for her entire life and that she doesn’t believe that anyone has looked into the quality of the ambulance corps that is taking over.  She further stated that the City has a great team of professionals and that they are needed to take care of the people and she disagrees with what is about to happen.

John Ingallinera, 428 Crestwood Avenue, (lieutenant with HFD), stated that this decision will affect the safety of children in the City and that he works with the EMTs every day and sees how professional they are.  He also said that the decision doesn’t make sense to him and is wrong.

Susan Brooks, 60 Kansas Street, told the Council that there have been numerous times that the EMTs are called to help someone who has fallen, which doesn’t necessarily mean that they will need to go to the hospital.

Ruth Metzler, 463 Washington Avenue, said that she agrees with everything that was said and asked how many ambulances the City has.  

Kathy Salvo, 184 Hudson Street, stated that there has never been a worse situation than this regarding quality of life issues.  She submitted a copy of an article written by Mike Kelly of the Record that she would like included in the minutes.  She also spoke about the acquisition of the Greene Uniform building and stated that the County should be made to pay for any service calls responded to by Hackensack.  She also asked who would be backing up the volunteers when they do not show up for their shifts.

Joseph Taylor, 180 Hasbrouck Avenue, Hasbrouck Heights, stated that he is one of the eight EMTs being laid off and spoke about the volunteers.

Debbie Labrosso, 18 Brook Street, stated that she would like to see the matter go to a referendum.  She also said that Anne Marie Campbell had sent e-mails to all HUMC personnel reiterating her statement to the newspaper.  The Mayor stated that he does not dispute the quality of the EMTs, however this is a financial situation that has to do with the budget cap and that it is not an easy decision.  He further stated that the situation has had an affect on his relationship with one of the EMTs, Walter Tompkins.  Ms. Labrosso asked if the situation was irreversible and the Mayor stated that he did not know.  She then raised questions with reference to police overtime and asked what the difference was between the police and the mafia.

Walter Tompkins, 149 Cedar Avenue, stated that he still considers the Mayor a friend.  He spoke about going to the office of a former City Manager, Mr. Squillace, for the purpose of taking his blood pressure and recommending that he seek treatment.  He also said that “Hackensack takes care of its own”.  He asked the Council to reconsider and said that this will hurt the City for years to come.

David Glastein, stated that Vanguard has new recruits and that two volunteers could not get a stretcher out of an ambulance.  

Carlos Garra, 468 Washington Avenue, said that he has come to several meetings and has been listening to everyone complaining.  He asked the Mayor what his personal view was on the complaints and also stated that the decision should be put to a vote.  

Lt. Frank Pinto, a member of the HFD, stated that the people of Hackensack do not want this deal and that he personally thinks it is a bad idea.  He also stated that the City will not receive the same quality of service and that the EMTs are priceless.

Brian Bitetto, also one of the eight EMTs to be laid off, stated that he had spoken with Dr. Feldman and that the Dr. had told him that in order to have the cancer building built HUMC has to take over the EMTs.  He further stated that he would like the truth on this.  The Mayor stated that he had not requested this and neither did anyone else on the Council.  

John Labrosso, 18 Brook Street, stated that bringing in an outside agency is a recipe for disaster.  

Jack Mayo, an EMT in Clifton for thirty years, stated that $600,000 is a drop in the bucket and that the City should look out for its EMTs.

Doug Tobin, 24 Henry Place, stated that Dr. Feldman is upset, frustrated and cannot take it any more that his name and reputation are being dragged.  He will not come to a council meeting and will not meet with the fire unions.  Dr. Feldman has repeatedly stated that he has spoken with Mr. Lo Iacono.  Mr. Lo Iacono stated that Dr. Feldman did negotiate the developer’s agreement.

Starr Ingram, 370 DeWolf Place, stated that this is her first City meeting and that she is not a public speaker.  She stated that Hackensack needs the best and that she will be coming for one of the Council members if something happens to one of her children.

Bob Sabatti, 215 Davis Avenue, stated that he is the fire chief at Hoffman LaRoche and that volunteer ambulance corps and volunteer fire departments are having trouble getting people.  He also stated that he wants these professionals responding to him.  

Charlie Grieco, 46 Beech Street, Rochelle Park, spoke about a comment previously made by former Mayor Meneses that an offer was made to the unions and that the unions had declined it.  He also stated that different residents are at this evening’s meeting.  He asked questions with reference to the negotiations with HUMC and whether or not minutes were taken of meetings.  

Michael Tompkins, 149 Cedar Avenue, thanked the audience for supporting the EMTs and said that the Council looks bored.  He also said that he hasn’t slept since February and that this has ruined his life.  He said that he doesn’t know how he will live in a few months and that he had a contract and was told he had nothing to worry about.

Bill Noonan, 160 Overlook Avenue, stated that before they were elected, Councilwoman Sasso and Mayor Townes had Saturday morning meetings and that he was impressed that they wanted to listen to what the people had to say.  He said that here tonight people are telling you what they feel.  He also said that he had used the EMT service before and implored the Council to listen to the residents.  

Dr. John McKinney, 280 Prospect Avenue, stated that he has lived here for twenty five years and that you cannot risk saving lives by trying to save dollars.  

Mark Molinares, 81 Poplar Avenue, Lodi, stated that he is the man in a picture taken at the site of the Hackensack Ford fire and that it was a very sad day. He also stated that the system isn’t broken, so why try to fix it.  He also asked whether or not the purchase of 91 Anderson Street will hurt the cap in the future.  Mr. Lo Iacono indicated that only annual payments will go toward the cap.  Mr. Molinares said that the citizens deserve the best – save the EMTs.

Bernice Clay, 376 Haines Street, stated that she has listened to everyone talk tonight and that she didn’t hear the Council respond.  She said that if the Council is not willing to listen to the voters then a recall petition might be needed.

John Linquito, Oakland, stated that no one has called him in four months with reference to reviewing City financial information.  Mr. Lo Iacono indicated that the union has had financial information since March and that a meeting was held last week.  Mr. Linquito stated that the meeting was one side against the other side and that there were no numbers, no offers, no attempts to mediate anything.  He also stated that he wants to sit down with Mr. Lo Iacono and his CFO to review the budget.  

Jennifer Binenno, 44 Contant Avenue, Lodi, asked what experience the Vanguard employees have and said that the Council is taking the flavor out of Hackensack, they are taking the lifesavers out of Hackensack.


A motion was made by Councilman McAuliffe and seconded by Councilman Meneses to close the public portion of the meeting.

Comments from the Council:     


The Mayor apologized for any errors made conducting the meeting tonight.  He said that it is as challenging up on the podium as it is down in the audience.  He also apologized to Arlene Schatz and thanked everyone for coming out.


A motion was made by Councilwoman Sasso and seconded by Councilman Meneses to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 pm.
