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Words from the Chairman
     Welcome to the Summer/Fall 
edition of the Exciting Times 
newsletter brought to you by 
the Hackensack Upper Main Al-
liance, a public/private partner-
ship formed as an alliance be-
tween the business community 
and the City of Hackensack.  
     As many members are aware, 
the Upper Main Alliance, City 
of Hackensack, the County of 
Bergen and the Hackensack Uni-
versity Medical Center formed 
a partnership to develop a city 
wide way finding signage proj-
ect which will direct visitors 
to our business district, shops 
and restaurants, its parking lots, 
County and City buildings, his-
torical sites, and the Hackensack 
University Medical Center.  
     The Upper Main Alliance 
also contracted with Street-
Works, LLC, a highly sought-
after development firm that 
has worked on exciting ur-
ban projects throughout the 
country including Englewood, 
NJ; Norwalk CT; San Jose, CA; 
and Boca Raton, FL to name a 
few. Initially, the Upper Main 
Alliance will work with Street-
Works to develop a “strategic 
analysis” that will provide the 

framework for future 
development in the dis-
trict. Street-Works has 
recognized the unique 
characteristics our down-
town has to offer.  These 
assets lend themselves 
to future growth and de-
velopment. The Alliance 
and its members are very 
pleased to partake in this 
exciting, long-term ven-
ture.   
     Our third annual Street Festival 
was a tremendous success while 
drawing nearly 25,000 people to 
Hackensack’s business district 
for the day.  Our street festival 
has become one of the best in 
Bergen County.  This year’s fes-
tival will include a car show and 
exciting musical performances 
by La India, Alex Sensation and 
Soul Finger Live. 
     In addition to our established 
programs such as Clean and 
Green, Co-op Advertising, and 
Façade and Signage, we estab-
lished a Restaurant Week which 
ran December 5th through De-
cember 12, 2008.  Participating 
restaurants had the opportunity 
to offer specials that attracted 
new patrons to their business.  

This event was coordinated with 
the Hackensack Tree Lighting 
ceremony.
     The Alliance has recently com-
piled over 600 e-mail addresses 
of businesses, property owners, 
city, county and state officials and 
media contacts and has begun a 
monthly e-mail blast program 
that will update our membership 
on the goal and achievements of 
the organization. To subscribe to 
the list, please visit www.upper-
main.org. 
     Our board is committed to 
revitalizing our district. Through 
innovative new programs, we 
continue to bring recognition 
back to Hackensack’s business 
district.
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     The Alliance is working closely with 
Street-Works, LLC to develop a strate-

gic analysis for the downtown.  This analysis will help the business 
community form the necessary consensus with local government, 
educational institutions and other important partners.  Street-Works 
has examined the physical, economic, political and market forces at 
work in the district.  Their analysis will provide the business com-

munity with a comprehensive under-
standing of our strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and potential.  
     The groundwork now underway 
provides us with the necessary infor-
mation to move forward with much 
greater chances for long-term success.  
This is not just “another study”.  This is 
a blue print for a sustainable economic 
engine.   Stay tuned. 
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